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Rashi gives two readings of “My 
firstborn” in Exodus 4:22. Its 
plain sense is a word of greatness, 
as in “I will make him 
firstborn” (Psalms 89:27 
[Hebrew 89:28]); its midrash is 
that the Holy One here sealed the 
sale of the birthright Jacob bought 
from Esau. The Mishnah teaches, 
“Beloved are Israel, for they 
are called children of the 
Omnipresent” (Avot 3:14). 
Firstborn sons fast on the eve of 
Passover in memory of the night 
(Shulchan Arukh, Orach Chayim 
470:1), and a firstborn son is 
redeemed through a kohen for five 
silver coins (Yoreh De’ah 305). 

Matthew reads Hosea 11:1, “Out 
of Egypt have I called my son,” 
as fulfilled when the family of 
Jesus returned from Egypt 
(Matthew 2:15). Luke records 
Exodus 13:2 kept at the 
presentation of Jesus (Luke 2:23). 
Paul names “the adoption” first 
among the things that belong to 
Israel and says “the gifts and 
calling of God are without 
repentance” (Romans 9:4; 
11:29), while other letters call 
Jesus “the firstborn of every 
creature” (Colossians 1:15). 

The Qur’an sends Moses and 
Aaron to Pharaoh to say, “send 
with us the Children of Israel 
and do not torment them” (Q. 
20:47). It recalls Pharaoh 
“slaughtering your sons” (Q. 
2:49) and the favor by which Israel 
was “preferred over the worlds” 
(Q. 2:47). It denies that Allah 
begets (Q. 112:3), and to those 
who say “we are the children of 
Allah and His beloved” it 
answers, “Then why does He 
punish you for your sins?” (Q. 
5:18). 
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DOCTRINAL AUTHORITY — STANDING RULE OF MIQDASH 
BETHEL COVENANT INSTITUTION 

The sole binding authority of Miqdash Bethel Covenant Institution is the Tanakh — the written 
covenant of Yahweh. No Talmudic tractate, Church council decree, papal encyclical, hadith collection, 
or extra-biblical tradition carries doctrinal weight equal to or greater than the written Torah. Where 
any tradition conflicts with the written covenant, the written covenant governs without exception. The 
Talmud, New Testament, and Qur’an are cited as historical reference and comparative witness — never 
as superseding authority. Miqdash Bethel uses the Written Tanakh as its sole source for four reasons: it 
is the only text Judaism, Christianity, and Islam all recognize as originally given by Yahweh; it predates 
and underlies the Talmud, New Testament, and Qur’an, so testing those traditions against it follows 
the evidentiary direction of Deuteronomy 19:15 — the earlier witness governs the later commentary; 
every later tradition that departs from the Tanakh does so by addition or reinterpretation, never by 
overturning the text itself, so the text remains the fixed standard; and Yahweh’s own words declare the 
covenant unchanging (Malachi 3:6; Psalms 119:89), making the written covenant — not evolving 
institutional interpretation — the only stable ground for doctrine. All three great covenant traditions 
— Judaism, Christianity, and Islam — are addressed simultaneously and equally in every Miqdash 
Bethel document, because Yahweh’s covenant belongs to every nation that will receive it. The 
Deuteronomy 19:15 two-or-three-witness evidentiary standard governs all textual claims in this 
document. 

HOW TO READ THIS DOCUMENT 

This document applies the sole authority of the written Tanakh to two verses, Exodus 4:22–23, and 
to the questions they answer: what Yahweh meant by calling Israel His son and His firstborn, why that 
name was the ground of the Exodus, and what it asks of the covenant believer today. Yahweh (יהוה) 
and Elohim (אֱלֹהִים) appear in bold throughout. Tanakh books and personal names are given in 
English. Hebrew transliterations appear in bold italic with their English meaning, also bold italic, in 
parentheses. Scripture references are bold. Verse numbers follow the English version. In a few 
chapters the Hebrew Bible divides the chapter at a different point, so the same verse carries a 
different number in the Hebrew text. Where that happens, the Hebrew number is given in 
brackets on first citation, for example Numbers 30:13 [Hebrew 30:14]. Scripture is rendered in 
a literal working translation from the Hebrew. Each finding is graded under the two-or-three-witness 
standard as Corroborated (two or more independent Tanakh witnesses), Single witness, or Not in 
the text. Three audiences are addressed simultaneously: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Rabbinic 
literature, the New Testament, and the Qur’an appear only in the opening table, the Comparative 
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Texts table, and the Three-Religion Audit, as historical and comparative reference — not as binding 
authority. The Written Tanakh governs all conclusions. 

TANAKH BOOKS CITED IN THIS DOCUMENT 

DIVISION BOOKS CITED PURPOSE IN THIS STUDY 

Torah Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 
Deuteronomy 

The message to Pharaoh and its fulfillment; 
the firstborn law after the night of the 
Exodus; the Father who carries and 
disciplines; the birthright in the family 

Nevi’im 
(Prophets) 

2 Samuel, 2 Kings, Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
Hosea, Amos, Zechariah, Malachi 

The second and third witnesses to the title; 
the son who rebels; the oath that the seed 
will not be cast off; the nations joined to 
Yahweh 

Ketuvim 
(Writings) 

Psalms, Proverbs, Ruth, Ezra, 1 
Chronicles, 2 Chronicles 

The king made firstborn; the Father’s 
correction; the birthright given to Joseph; 
the stranger who joined; the proof of priestly 
descent 

 

COMPARATIVE TEXTS CITED — HISTORICAL AND COMPARATIVE 
REFERENCE ONLY 

CATEGORY TEXTS CITED PURPOSE IN THIS STUDY 

New Testament Matthew 2:15; Luke 2:22–23; 
Romans 9:4; 11:1, 29; Colossians 
1:15, 18 

How Christian scripture applies Hosea 11:1 
and the firstborn title; Paul on Israel’s calling 

Qur’an Q. 2:47, 49; 5:18; 20:47; 26:17; 112:3 Moses’ demand to Pharaoh; Israel preferred; 
the rejection of begetting; the rebuke of the 
claim to be God’s children 

Rabbinic 
literature 

Rashi on Exodus 4:22; Mishnah Avot 
3:14; Shulchan Arukh, Orach Chayim 
470:1 and Yoreh De’ah 305 

The two readings of “My firstborn”; Israel 
called children; the fast of the firstborn; the 
redemption of the firstborn son 
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I. FRAMING THE QUESTION — WHAT DID YAHWEH CALL 
ISRAEL? 

I-A. The Question as It Is Asked 

Every one of the three great traditions has an answer to the question, who is the son of 
Yahweh?  

Judaism answers that it is Israel.  

Christianity answers that it is Jesus, and many churches add that the Church has taken 
Israel’s place.  

Islam answers that Allah has no son at all.  

Each answer reaches for the same few verses, and the first of them in the order of the Torah is Exodus 
4:22. 

The verse was spoken before Israel had a law, a priesthood, a sanctuary, or a land. Israel was a people of 
slaves making bricks in Egypt. Before any plague fell and before Moses stood in Pharaoh’s court, 
Yahweh gave Moses the words he was to say, and the first thing those words did was give Israel a name: 
“My son, My firstborn.” This study asks six questions of that verse: 

First: what do the Hebrew words of the verse say? 

Second: in what sense is Yahweh a Father, and who is the son? 

Third: what does bechor (firstborn) mean when Yahweh is the one who says it? 

Fourth: why was the son to be sent out, and what was the cost of refusing? 

Fifth: what did the firstborn law that followed the night of the Exodus require? 

Sixth: can the firstborn be disowned or replaced, and what does the verse ask of the covenant believer 
today? 

I-B. The Governing Text 

“And you shall say to Pharaoh, Thus says Yahweh: My son, My firstborn, is Israel. And I say 
to you, Send away My son, that he may serve Me; and you have refused to send him away. 
Behold, I am killing your son, your firstborn” (Exodus 4:22–23). 

רְעהֹ ואְָמַרְתָּ כֹּה אֶל־פַּ נִי יהְוהָ אָמַר  רָאֵל בְכרִֹי בְּ  ישְׂ

ח אֵלֶיךָ ואָמַֹר לַּ נִי שַׁ מָאֵן ויְעַַבְדֵנִי אֶת־בְּ חוֹ ותְּ לְּ נְךָ הרֵֹג אָנכִֹי הִנֵּה לְשַׁ כרֶֹךָ אֶת־בִּ  בְּ
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The two verses have four parts.  

1.​ A title: Israel is Yahweh’s son and firstborn.  
2.​ A demand: send him away to serve.  
3.​ A charge: you have refused.  
4.​ And a sentence: your son, your firstborn, will die.  

The sentence is built from the same two words as the title. The rest of the book of Exodus, from the 
first plague to the night of the tenth, is the working out of these two verses. 

I-C. The Setting — Words Given on the Road to Egypt 

Yahweh gave these words to Moses after he had taken leave of Jethro and set out for Egypt with his 
wife and sons, “and Moses took the rod of Elohim in his hand” (Exodus 4:18–20).  

The verse before this one says what Moses is to expect: “See that you do before Pharaoh all the 
wonders which I have put in your hand; but I will strengthen his heart, and he will not send 
the people away” (Exodus 4:21). 

Doc 133 examined the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart, and this study does not repeat it. What matters 
here is the order. Yahweh told Moses at the start that Pharaoh would refuse, and He told him at the 
start what the refusal would cost. 

The words koh amar Yahweh (thus says Yahweh), כֹּה יהְוהָ אָמַר  , open the message. In the order of 
the Tanakh this is the first time the formula is given to a messenger to speak in Yahweh’s Name. It will 
open the words of the prophets for the next thousand years. The first thing ever sent under it is a word 
about who Israel is. 

Finding: that Yahweh named Israel His son and firstborn before the plagues, before Sinai, and before 
any commandment was given is Corroborated (Exodus 4:22; Hosea 11:1). The sonship was not 
earned by obedience to a law that had not yet been spoken. 

I-D. What This Study Builds On, and How Findings Are Graded 

This study builds on earlier work in the Library and does not repeat it. The April 2026 supplemental 
study Who Is the Firstborn Son of Yahweh? first gathered the Tanakh’s firstborn declarations. Doc 267 
(Bless Me, Even Me Also) examined the birthright and the blessing in Genesis. Doc 268 (The Right of 
the Firstborn Is His) examined the firstborn’s double portion in Deuteronomy 21:15–17. Doc 271 
(A Treasure Among All Peoples) examined Exodus 19:5–6. Doc 133 examined the hardening of 
Pharaoh’s heart. The present document takes the one verse those studies all quote, and asks what it says 
in its own setting. It refines points in the April 2026 study (Section XI). 
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Every finding below is graded. A finding is Corroborated when two or more independent Tanakh 
witnesses carry it (Deuteronomy 19:15). It is a Single witness when only one text carries it. It is Not 
in the text when it is taught but the Tanakh does not say it. 

II. THE WORD STUDY — WHAT THE HEBREW SAYS 

The two verses use ordinary words. The table sets out the vocabulary this study relies on. 

HEBREW TERM STRONG’S CORE MEANING KEY TEXT 

ben (son), ן  ;H1121 Son; one who belongs to a house בֵּ
a member of a people 

Exodus 4:22–23; 
Deuteronomy 14:1 

bechor (firstborn), 
כוֹר  בְּ

H1060 Firstborn; the first in rank of a 
father’s sons 

Exodus 4:22; Psalms 89:27 
[Hebrew 89:28] 

bekhorah 
(birthright), כרָֹה  בְּ

H1062 The right and rank of the 
firstborn 

Genesis 25:31–34; 1 
Chronicles 5:1–2 

bakar (to bear first), 
כַר  בָּ

H1069 Root: to be first, to bear early 
fruit; in one stem, to make 
firstborn 

Deuteronomy 21:16 

av (father), אָב H1 Father; head of a house; founder Deuteronomy 32:6; 
Jeremiah 31:9 

shallach (send away), 
ח לַּ  שַׁ

H7971 Intensive of shalach (to send): to 
let go, release, send out 

Exodus 4:23; Exodus 5:1 

avad (to serve), עָבַד H5647 To work, to serve; to worship Exodus 1:13; Exodus 4:23 

me’en (to refuse), מֵאֵן H3985 To refuse, to be unwilling Exodus 4:23; Exodus 7:14 

harag (to kill), הָרַג H2026 To kill, to slay Exodus 4:23; Exodus 
13:15 

qaddesh (sanctify), 
שׁ  קַדֵּ

H6942 To set apart as holy; to make 
belong to Yahweh 

Exodus 13:2; Numbers 
3:13 

peter rechem (opener 
of the womb), טֶר  פֶּ
 רֶחֶם

H6363 / 
H7358 

The first to open the womb Exodus 13:2, 12; Numbers 
3:12 

padah (to redeem), 
דָה  פָּ

H6299 To ransom, to buy back Exodus 13:13, 15; 
Numbers 18:15–16 
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HEBREW TERM STRONG’S CORE MEANING KEY TEXT 

yasar (to discipline), 
 יסַָר

H3256 To correct, to instruct by 
chastening 

Deuteronomy 8:5; 
Proverbs 3:11–12 

 

Four lexical observations govern what follows. 

First, the word order puts Israel last. The Hebrew does not say, Israel is My son. It says beni 
bechori Yisrael (My son, My firstborn, is Israel). The two titles come first, and the name follows as 
the answer. Pharaoh did not know Yahweh (Exodus 5:2). He knew Israel only as a labor force. The 
message tells him who they are, before it tells him who they are. 

Second, both titles carry the suffix -i (My). Israel is not called a son or a firstborn in general. Israel is 
called beni (My son) and bechori (My firstborn). The relation is to Yahweh alone, and the claim 
against Pharaoh rests on it. A man may not keep another man’s son as his slave. 

Third, the demand joins two verbs. Shallach (send away) is the intensive form of the verb to send. 
It is the word Moses will repeat before Pharaoh again and again. It is joined to ve-ya’avdeni (that he 
may serve Me), from avad (to serve). That is the very verb of the bondage: “and the Egyptians 
made the children of Israel serve with rigor” (Exodus 1:13). The son is not released from service. 
He is released from one master to serve another. 

Fourth, the sentence mirrors the title word for word. Beni bechori (My son, My firstborn) in 
verse 22 is answered by binkha bekhorekha (your son, your firstborn) in verse 23, ָנְך כרֶֹךָ בִּ בְּ . The 
words hineh anokhi horeg (behold, I am killing) use a participle: the act is announced as already on 
its way. The penalty is not arbitrary. It is the measure of the offense. 

Finding: that the sentence on Pharaoh’s firstborn is built from the words of Israel’s title is 
Corroborated (Exodus 4:22–23; Exodus 11:5; Exodus 12:29). 

III. “MY SON” — THE FATHER AND THE SON IN THE 
TANAKH 

III-A. In What Sense Yahweh Is a Father 

The Tanakh calls Yahweh the Father of Israel, and it says plainly how.  

Moses asked the people at the end of his life: “Is He not your Father who bought you? He made 
you and established you” (Deuteronomy 32:6).  
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He also said, “Of the Rock who begot you you are unmindful” (Deuteronomy 32:18).  

Isaiah prays, “You, Yahweh, are our Father, our Redeemer from of old is Your Name” (Isaiah 
63:16),  

and “Yahweh, You are our Father; we are the clay and You our potter, and we all are the 
work of Your hand” (Isaiah 64:8 [Hebrew 64:7]).  

Malachi asks, “Have we not all one Father? Has not one El created us?” (Malachi 2:10). 

In every one of these texts the Father is the One who made, bought, redeemed, and established a 
people. None of them speaks of a divine nature passed from Father to son. The Torah forbids any 
picture of Yahweh in the form of male or female, because Israel “saw no form on the day that 
Yahweh spoke to you at Horeb” (Deuteronomy 4:15–16).  

And “El is not a man, that He should lie, nor a son of man, that He should repent” (Numbers 
23:19). 

Finding: Yahweh is Father of Israel by making, buying, and redeeming a people, not by 
begetting a divine offspring. Corroborated (Deuteronomy 32:6; Isaiah 63:16; Isaiah 64:8; 
Malachi 2:10). That the title “My son” in Exodus 4:22 speaks of a shared divine nature is Not in 
the text. 

III-B. A Father Who Carries and Corrects 

The Torah describes what kind of Father He is by describing what He did in the wilderness.  

“Yahweh your Elohim carried you as a man carries his son, in all the way that you went” 
(Deuteronomy 1:31).  

And in the same breath it says, “Know in your heart that as a man disciplines his son, so 
Yahweh your Elohim disciplines you” (Deuteronomy 8:5).  

The word is yasar (to discipline). The proverb uses it the same way: “My son, do not despise the 
discipline of Yahweh … for whom Yahweh loves He corrects, even as a father the son in whom 
he delights” (Proverbs 3:11–12). 

Hosea, who gives the second witness to Exodus 4:22, describes the same Father: “When Israel was a 
child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called My son … I taught Ephraim to walk, taking 
them by their arms … I drew them with cords of a man, with bands of love” (Hosea 11:1, 
3–4).  
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David says, “As a father has compassion on his children, so Yahweh has compassion on those 
who fear Him” (Psalms 103:13). 

Finding: that the Father who calls Israel His son both carries and disciplines him is Corroborated 
(Deuteronomy 1:31; Deuteronomy 8:5; Hosea 11:1–4; Proverbs 3:11–12). 

III-C. Who the Son Is 

The son of Exodus 4:22 is a people. The verse names him: Yisrael.  

The next verses call the same son “My people” (Exodus 5:1).  

Moses says to the whole assembly, “You are children of Yahweh your Elohim” (Deuteronomy 
נִים ,(14:1 ם בָּ אֱלֹהֵיכֶם לַיהוהָ אַתֶּ , using the plural banim (sons, children).  

Isaiah opens his book with the same plural: “I have raised children and brought them up, and 
they have rebelled against Me” (Isaiah 1:2). 

Hosea’s witness is the one most often taken from its place. He says, “out of Egypt I called My son,” 
and continues in the next verse, “They called them, so they went from them; they sacrificed to the 
Baals and burned incense to carved images” (Hosea 11:2).  

The son who was called out of Egypt is the son who went after the Baals. The whole chapter speaks of 
the nation. 

The Tanakh also uses the language of sonship for the king of Israel, who stands at the head of the 
son-nation.  

Of David’s seed Yahweh says, “I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to Me a son; if he 
commits iniquity, I will correct him with the rod of men” (2 Samuel 7:14).  

The king says, “You are my Father, my El, and the Rock of my salvation,”  

and Yahweh answers, “I also will make him firstborn, the highest of the kings of the earth” 
(Psalms 89:26–27 [Hebrew 89:27–28]).  

The king is called son as the head of the people who are called son, and he is promised correction in the 
same sentence as the title. 

Finding: that the son of Exodus 4:22 is the people of Israel is Corroborated (Exodus 4:22; 
Deuteronomy 14:1; Hosea 11:1–2; Isaiah 1:2). That the king of Israel is called son as the head of 
that people is Corroborated (2 Samuel 7:14; Psalms 2:7; Psalms 89:26–27). That Hosea 11:1 
speaks of one man and not of the nation is Not in the text. 
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IV. “MY FIRSTBORN” — A RANK GIVEN, NOT A BIRTH 
ORDER 

IV-A. The Firstborn in the Family Law 

In a household the bechor (firstborn) is the first son of his father’s strength.  

Jacob says of Reuben, “You are my firstborn, my might and the beginning of my strength, the 
excellency of dignity and the excellency of power” (Genesis 49:3).  

The Torah gives the firstborn pi shnayim (a double portion) of all his father has, and forbids a father 
to move that right to the son of the wife he loves more (Deuteronomy 21:16–17). Doc 268 examined 
that law in full. 

So when Yahweh says “My firstborn,” Pharaoh and Israel both heard a word of rank, 
inheritance, and standing in a father’s house. The firstborn is the heir and the one who 
stands first among the sons. 

IV-B. When Yahweh Says It, It Is a Rank He Gives 

Israel was not the first nation born. The Table of Nations stands in Genesis 10, long before there 
was an Israel. Israel’s own forefather Jacob was the younger twin (Genesis 25:25–26).  

When Yahweh calls Israel bechor, He is not counting births. He is assigning a rank. 

The Tanakh shows Him doing this in two other places. Of the king He says, “I also will make him 
firstborn” (Psalms 89:27 [Hebrew 89:28]). The verb is etenehu (I will give him, I will make 
him): firstborn is something given.  

And through Jeremiah He says, “for I am a Father to Israel, and Ephraim is My firstborn” 
(Jeremiah 31:9).  

Ephraim was Joseph’s younger son. Jacob crossed his hands and set the younger before the elder, 
saying, “his younger brother shall be greater than he” (Genesis 48:14, 19–20).  

In a human house the same thing is recorded: “Shimri the chief, for though he was not the 
firstborn, his father made him chief” (1 Chronicles 26:10). 

כוֹר אַף־אָנִי נֵהוּ בְּ  לְמַלְכֵי־אָרֶץ עֶלְיוֹן אֶתְּ

Finding: that bechor in Yahweh’s mouth is a rank He gives and not an order of birth is 
Corroborated (Psalms 89:27; Jeremiah 31:9 with Genesis 48:14–20; 1 Chronicles 26:10). 
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IV-C. Can a Firstborn Lose His Place? 

In a human house, yes, and the Tanakh says on what ground. Reuben was the firstborn, but Jacob said, 
“Unstable as water, you shall not excel, because you went up to your father’s bed” (Genesis 
49:4).  

Chronicles records the result: “Reuben the firstborn of Israel — for he was the firstborn, but 
because he defiled his father’s bed his birthright was given to the sons of Joseph” (1 Chronicles 
5:1–2).  

Esau lost the birthright another way: he sold it, “and Esau despised the birthright” (Genesis 
25:34). 

What the Torah forbids is moving the birthright by a father’s favoritism: “he may not make the son 
of the loved wife firstborn before the son of the hated, who is the firstborn” (Deuteronomy 
21:16).  

The law closes one door, preference, and the narratives record two others, the son’s own grave sin and 
the son’s own contempt. This matters for Section VIII. The question there is not whether a firstborn 
can ever lose his place in a human family. He can. The question is what Yahweh has said about His 
own firstborn. 

Finding: that a firstborn in a human house may lose his rank for his own grave sin or contempt is 
Corroborated (Genesis 49:3–4; 1 Chronicles 5:1–2; Genesis 25:34). That a father may move it 
out of preference is forbidden (Deuteronomy 21:16). 

IV-D. Firstborn Among Whom? 

A firstborn implies a family. Does the verse mean that the other nations are Yahweh’s other sons? 
The Tanakh does not say so in those words. It never calls Egypt or Assyria Yahweh’s son. It does say 
that Yahweh set the bounds of the peoples (Deuteronomy 32:8), that in Abraham “all the families 
of the earth shall be blessed” (Genesis 12:3), and that a day is coming when “Yahweh of hosts 
shall bless them, saying, Blessed be Egypt My people, and Assyria the work of My hands, and 
Israel My inheritance” (Isaiah 19:25). In that verse Israel keeps a name the others do not have: 
nachalati (My inheritance), the word for what the firstborn receives. 

Finding: that the nations are called Yahweh’s sons is Not in the text. That peoples of the nations 
may be joined to Yahweh and called His people is Corroborated (Isaiah 19:25; Isaiah 56:6–7; 
Zechariah 2:11 [Hebrew 2:15]). That Israel is given a first place among them as Yahweh’s 
inheritance is Corroborated (Exodus 4:22; Deuteronomy 32:9; Isaiah 19:25). 
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V. “SEND AWAY MY SON, THAT HE MAY SERVE ME” 

V-A. One Verb, Two Masters 

The word avad (to serve) runs through the opening of Exodus like a thread.  

Egypt “made the children of Israel serve with rigor, and made their lives bitter with hard 
service” (Exodus 1:13–14).  

Israel “sighed because of the service, and they cried out” (Exodus 2:23).  

Then Yahweh says to Pharaoh, “send away My son, that he may serve Me” (Exodus 4:23). The 
question in Exodus is never whether Israel will serve. It is whom. 

The Torah draws the conclusion itself, in the law of the Jubilee:  

“For they are My servants, whom I brought out of the land of Egypt; they shall not be sold as 
slaves are sold” (Leviticus 25:42),  

and again, “For to Me the children of Israel are servants; they are My servants whom I brought 
out of the land of Egypt” (Leviticus 25:55).  

Because Israel belongs to Yahweh, no Israelite may be owned outright by another. 

Finding: that the son was released from Pharaoh’s service in order to serve Yahweh, and that this 
release is the ground of Israel’s freedom from human bondage, is Corroborated (Exodus 4:23; 
Leviticus 25:42, 55; Exodus 20:2–3). 

V-B. The Demand Repeated Before Pharaoh 

What Yahweh gave Moses on the road, Moses carried into Pharaoh’s court. The demand is the same 
each time, and only the word for the son changes: before Pharaoh he is “My people.” 

WHEN THE DEMAND TEXT 

The first audience “Send away My people, that they may 
hold a feast to Me in the wilderness” 

Exodus 5:1 

At the river, before the blood “Send away My people, that they may 
serve Me in the wilderness” 

Exodus 7:16 

Before the frogs “Send away My people, that they may 
serve Me” 

Exodus 8:1 [Hebrew 
7:26] 
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WHEN THE DEMAND TEXT 

Before the swarms “Send away My people, that they may 
serve Me” 

Exodus 8:20 [Hebrew 
8:16] 

Before the pestilence “Send away My people, that they may 
serve Me” 

Exodus 9:1 

Before the hail “Send away My people, that they may 
serve Me” 

Exodus 9:13 

Before the locusts “How long will you refuse to humble 
yourself before Me? Send away My 
people” 

Exodus 10:3 

 

Pharaoh’s answer to the first demand set the course: “Who is Yahweh, that I should obey His voice 
to send Israel away? I do not know Yahweh” (Exodus 5:2). And me’en (refuse), the verb of 
Exodus 4:23, returns as the charge against him: “Pharaoh’s heart is heavy; he refuses to send the 
people away” (Exodus 7:14), and “How long will you refuse?” (Exodus 10:3). 

Finding: that the demand of Exodus 4:23 was carried to Pharaoh repeatedly and refused repeatedly 
before the tenth plague is Corroborated (Exodus 5:1–2; Exodus 7:14–16; Exodus 9:1, 13; 
Exodus 10:3). 

V-C. Free in Order to Serve 

The service the son was released for is named in the same chapters. It is a feast in the wilderness and 
sacrifice to Yahweh (Exodus 5:1, 3).  

At Sinai it becomes the covenant itself: “You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I 
bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to Myself. Now therefore, if you will indeed obey 
My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be My treasure from among all peoples … 
and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation” (Exodus 19:4–6).  

Doc 271 examined those words. The Ten Words begin with the same fact: “I am Yahweh your 
Elohim, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slaves. You shall have 
no other gods before Me” (Exodus 20:2–3). 

The son is not set free to become his own master. He is brought out of a house of slaves to 
stand in his Father’s house. Moses warns of the danger that follows freedom: “beware lest you 
forget Yahweh, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slaves. You shall 
fear Yahweh your Elohim, and serve Him” (Deuteronomy 6:12–13). 
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Finding: that the son’s freedom was given for service to Yahweh and not for self-rule is Corroborated 
(Exodus 4:23; Exodus 19:4–6; Exodus 20:2–3; Deuteronomy 6:12–13). 

VI. “YOUR SON, YOUR FIRSTBORN” — MEASURE FOR 
MEASURE 

VI-A. Pharaoh’s Decree Came First 

Pharaoh was not the first to raise his hand against sons. Before Moses was born the king of Egypt 
ordered the Hebrew midwives, “if it is a son, then you shall kill him” (Exodus 1:16), and when 
that failed, “he commanded all his people, saying, Every son who is born you shall cast into the 
river” (Exodus 1:22). Egypt made war on Israel’s sons. Then it held the son of Yahweh in bondage 
and refused to send him away. 

The sentence in Exodus 4:23 answers that history in its own words. Pharaoh took the sons of 
Israel. Yahweh claims Israel as His son. Pharaoh refuses to send the son away. Yahweh will 
take Pharaoh’s son. 

VI-B. Warned Before It Fell 

The sentence was announced before the first plague and carried out only after the ninth. Between them 
Moses stood before Pharaoh again and again.  

Even the hail was announced a day ahead, with a way of escape: “send now and gather your 
livestock … every man and beast that is found in the field … shall die” (Exodus 9:19),  

and “he who feared the word of Yahweh among the servants of Pharaoh made his servants 
and his livestock flee into the houses” (Exodus 9:20).  

The tenth plague was announced once more before it came: 

“Thus says Yahweh: About midnight I will go out into the midst of Egypt, and every 
firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sits on his throne 
to the firstborn of the maidservant who is behind the millstones” (Exodus 11:4–5). 

“And it came to pass at midnight that Yahweh struck every firstborn in the land of Egypt, 
from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the firstborn of the captive who was 
in the dungeon” (Exodus 12:29). 

The judgment also fell on what Egypt worshiped: “and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute 
judgments: I am Yahweh” (Exodus 12:12; Numbers 33:4). 
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Finding: that the death of Egypt’s firstborn was the sentence announced in Exodus 4:23, warned of 
before it fell, and carried out after repeated refusal is Corroborated (Exodus 4:23; Exodus 11:4–5; 
Exodus 12:29; Exodus 13:15). That the measure answered Pharaoh’s own decree against Israel’s sons 
is Corroborated (Exodus 1:16, 22; Exodus 4:23). 

VI-C. The Messenger’s Own Son — Exodus 4:24–26 

The verses that follow are among the hardest in the Torah. “And it came to pass on the way, at the 
lodging place, that Yahweh met him and sought to kill him. Then Zipporah took a flint, and 
cut off the foreskin of her son, and cast it at his feet, and said, Surely a bridegroom of blood 
are you to me. So He let him alone” (Exodus 4:24–26). 

The text does not say why. It does show three things side by side.  

1.​ Yahweh has just spoken of His son, of Pharaoh’s son, and of death for refusing.  
2.​ The man carrying that message has a son of his own who has not received the sign of the 

covenant. And the covenant had already said, “the uncircumcised male … that soul shall be 
cut off from his people; he has broken My covenant” (Genesis 17:14).  

3.​ The sign was put on the messenger’s house before the messenger reached Egypt. Later the 
Torah would make the same sign the condition for keeping the Passover: “no uncircumcised 
person shall eat of it” (Exodus 12:48). 

Finding: that the son in Exodus 4:25 was uncircumcised until Zipporah acted is plain from the verse. 
The reason Yahweh met Moses is Not in the text beyond what the verse shows. The link between 
this event and the firstborn message just before it is an observation from the order of the text, and this 
study grades it a Single witness (Exodus 4:22–26). 

VII. THE FIRSTBORN CONSECRATED AND REDEEMED 

VII-A. “It Is Mine” 

The night that took Egypt’s firstborn changed the standing of Israel’s firstborn. Before Israel had left 
Succoth, Yahweh said: 

“Sanctify to Me every firstborn, whatever opens the womb among the children of Israel, of 
man and of beast; it is Mine” (Exodus 13:2). 

Moses gave the reason in the words a father was to give his son: “when Pharaoh hardened himself 
against sending us away, Yahweh killed every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the 
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firstborn of man and the firstborn of beast; therefore I sacrifice to Yahweh every male that 
opens the womb, but every firstborn of my sons I redeem” (Exodus 13:15).  

Numbers states it from Yahweh’s side: “on the day that I struck every firstborn in the land of 
Egypt I sanctified to Me every firstborn in Israel, both man and beast; Mine they shall be: I 
am Yahweh” (Numbers 3:13; Numbers 8:17). 

Finding: that Israel’s firstborn belong to Yahweh because of the night He struck Egypt’s firstborn is 
Corroborated (Exodus 13:2, 15; Numbers 3:13; Numbers 8:17). 

VII-B. The Levites in Their Place, and the Price of Redemption 

Yahweh then took the tribe of Levi in place of the firstborn: “I have taken the Levites from among 
the children of Israel instead of every firstborn who opens the womb … therefore the Levites 
shall be Mine” (Numbers 3:12; Numbers 3:41, 45; Numbers 8:16–18).  

The firstborn were counted and found to number 273 more than the Levites, and each of the 273 was 
redeemed for “five shekels apiece, by the shekel of the sanctuary,” the money given to Aaron and 
his sons (Numbers 3:46–51).  

The law for every generation names the same price and the same age: “from a month old you shall 
redeem, at your valuation, five shekels of silver” (Numbers 18:15–16).  

The firstborn of animals had their own law (Exodus 13:12–13; Exodus 34:19–20). 

One point of precision, already corrected in the Library’s April 2026 study. The text says the 
firstborn belong to Yahweh and that the Levites were taken in their place. It does not say that 
the firstborn had served as priests before the Levites were taken. 

Finding: that the Levites were taken in place of the firstborn and that the firstborn son is redeemed for 
five shekels is Corroborated (Numbers 3:12, 41, 45–51; Numbers 8:16–18; Numbers 
18:15–16). That the firstborn had served as a priesthood is Not in the text. 

VII-C. The Question a Son Will Ask 

The firstborn law was given as something to be taught. “And it shall be, when your son asks you in 
time to come, saying, What is this? that you shall say to him, By strength of hand Yahweh 
brought us out of Egypt, out of the house of slaves” (Exodus 13:14).  

The same pattern governs the Passover (Exodus 12:26–27) and the whole law (Deuteronomy 
6:20–21). The redemption of a firstborn son was meant to make every household ask and 
answer the question of Exodus 4:22: whose son are we? 
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Finding: that the firstborn law was given to be explained by a father to his son, so that each generation 
would learn how Yahweh brought Israel out, is Corroborated (Exodus 13:14–16; Exodus 
12:26–27; Deuteronomy 6:20–21). 

VII-D. The Firstborn Law Today 

The price of redemption is given to the priest (Numbers 3:48; Numbers 18:15–16). Doc 288 
(A Covenant of Everlasting Priesthood) found that the covenant of the Levitical priesthood 
was not dissolved.  

Who stands in that line today is a question of proven descent. When the returning exiles could not 
prove theirs, “they were excluded from the priesthood as unclean … until a priest should stand 
with Urim and Thummim” (Ezra 2:62–63).  

Miqdash Bethel does not claim the priestly office and does not appoint anyone to receive the 
redemption money. 

What remains in every household is what Exodus 13:14–16 puts in a father’s mouth. The firstborn 
son belongs to Yahweh, and the household that has a firstborn son has a living reminder to 
tell how Yahweh brought Israel out. The command to remember and to teach is not tied to a 
sanctuary. 

Finding: that the redemption money is paid to the priest is Corroborated (Numbers 3:48–51; 
Numbers 18:15–16). That the teaching of Exodus 13:14–16 remains on every father is 
Corroborated (Exodus 13:14–16; Deuteronomy 6:6–7). 

VIII. CAN THE FIRSTBORN BE DISOWNED OR 
REPLACED? 

VIII-A. The Son Who Rebels 

The Tanakh does not hide the son’s failures. “I have raised children and brought them up, and 
they have rebelled against Me” (Isaiah 1:2).  

“They have dealt corruptly with Him; they are not His children, it is their blemish” 
(Deuteronomy 32:5).  

“A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If then I am a Father, where is My 
honor?” (Malachi 1:6).  
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Yahweh calls them by name in their rebellion: “Return, O backsliding children,” and the son 
answers, “Behold, we come to You, for You are Yahweh our Elohim” (Jeremiah 3:22). 

And the firstborn is judged more heavily, not less. “You only have I known of all the families of 
the earth; therefore I will punish you for all your iniquities” (Amos 3:2).  

The son of Exodus 4:22 went into exile twice, and the Tanakh says both times that the cause was his 
own sin (2 Kings 17:7; 2 Chronicles 36:15–16). 

Finding: that the firstborn son is held to account and disciplined for his rebellion, more heavily than 
the nations, is Corroborated (Amos 3:2; Deuteronomy 8:5; Isaiah 1:2; Malachi 1:6). 

VIII-B. “Not My People” — and “Sons of the Living El” 

The strongest word of rejection in the Tanakh stands in Hosea, the same prophet who gives the second 
witness to Exodus 4:22. Yahweh names Hosea’s son Lo-Ammi (Not My People), “for you are not 
My people, and I will not be yours” (Hosea 1:9).  

The very next verse reverses it: “and it shall be that in the place where it was said to them, You 
are not My people, it shall be said to them, Sons of the living El” (Hosea 1:10 [Hebrew 2:1]).  

And again: “I will say to Not My People, You are My people; and he shall say, My Elohim” 
(Hosea 2:23 [Hebrew 2:25]). 

Finding: that Yahweh’s word of rejection against Israel was given with a promise to restore the name 
of sonship to the same people is Corroborated (Hosea 1:9–10; Hosea 2:23; Hosea 11:8–11). 

VIII-C. The Oath That the Seed Will Not Be Cast Off 

Section IV-C showed that a firstborn in a human house may lose his rank for grave sin. The question 
here is whether Yahweh has said the same of His own firstborn. He has said the opposite, and He has 
said it under oath, in the very passages that announce the judgments. 

“And yet for all that, when they are in the land of their enemies, I will not cast them away, 
nor will I abhor them, to destroy them utterly and to break My covenant with them: for I am 
Yahweh their Elohim” (Leviticus 26:44). 

“If these ordinances depart from before Me, says Yahweh, then the seed of Israel also shall 
cease from being a nation before Me forever … If heaven above can be measured, and the 
foundations of the earth searched out beneath, then I will also cast off all the seed of Israel 
for all that they have done, says Yahweh” (Jeremiah 31:36–37). 
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Jeremiah also answers the claim that Yahweh had rejected the two families He chose: “If My 
covenant is not with day and night … then I will cast away the seed of Jacob, and David My 
servant” (Jeremiah 33:24–26).  

And Malachi gives the reason: “For I am Yahweh, I do not change; therefore you, sons of Jacob, 
are not consumed” (Malachi 3:6). 

Finding: that Yahweh has sworn not to cast off the seed of Israel, even in their sin and exile, is 
Corroborated (Leviticus 26:44–45; Jeremiah 31:35–37; Jeremiah 33:24–26; Malachi 3:6). 
That the firstborn standing of Exodus 4:22 has been taken from Israel and given to another 
people is Not in the text. 

VIII-D. The Name Is Given; the Blessing Is Conditioned; the Discipline Is Sure 

The Tanakh holds three things together and does not let any one of them cancel the others. The name 
is given without condition: “My son, My firstborn, is Israel” (Exodus 4:22).  

The blessing of the covenant is conditioned: “if you will indeed obey My voice … then you shall be 
My treasure” (Exodus 19:5), and the blessings and curses of Deuteronomy 28 follow obedience 
and disobedience. And the discipline is sure: the son who sins is struck, scattered, and brought back 
(Deuteronomy 30:1–5). 

The covenant believer must not take any one of the three alone.  

1.​ The name without the condition breeds pride, and Amos answered it (Amos 3:2).  
2.​ The condition without the name breeds the claim that Israel has been replaced, and Jeremiah 

answered it (Jeremiah 31:37).  
3.​ The discipline without either breeds despair, and Hosea answered it (Hosea 11:8–9). 

Finding: that Israel’s name as son is given without condition, its blessing is conditioned on obedience, 
and its discipline is certain is Corroborated (Exodus 4:22; Exodus 19:5; Deuteronomy 28:1, 15; 
Deuteronomy 30:1–5; Amos 3:2). 

VIII-E. Joined to the Son, Not Replacing Him 

The son who went out of Egypt was not only the descendants of Jacob. “A mixed multitude went 
up also with them” (Exodus 12:38).  

The Passover law made a place for them: when a stranger is circumcised and keeps the Passover, “he 
shall be as one born in the land … one law shall be for the native and for the stranger who 
dwells among you” (Exodus 12:48–49; Numbers 15:15–16).  
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Isaiah extends it to the foreigner who joins himself to Yahweh: “even them will I bring to My holy 
mountain … for My house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples” (Isaiah 56:6–7).  

Ruth, a Moabite, said, “your people shall be my people, and your Elohim my Elohim” (Ruth 
1:16), and became the great-grandmother of David (Ruth 4:17). 

In every one of these texts the stranger joins the son. He does not take the son’s place. 

Finding: that a man of the nations may join himself to Yahweh and be counted with Israel 
under one law is Corroborated (Exodus 12:48–49; Numbers 15:15–16; Isaiah 56:3–7; Ruth 
1:16). That the one who joins displaces the son he joins is Not in the text. 

IX. WHAT THE FIRSTBORN OWES THE FATHER TODAY 

The verse was spoken to Pharaoh, but it describes Israel, and everyone who joins himself to Yahweh 
comes under it. The table sets out what the Tanakh asks of the son who bears this name. 

# WHAT IS OWED WHAT THE TANAKH SAYS WITNESSES 

1 Honor the Father. “A son honors his father … If 
then I am a Father, where is My 
honor?” 

Malachi 1:6; Exodus 
20:12 

2 Serve Him, and no other 
master. 

The son was sent out “that he may 
serve Me.” No human master may 
own what Yahweh brought out. 

Exodus 4:23; Leviticus 
25:42, 55; Exodus 
20:2–3 

3 Remember the night, and 
teach it. 

When your son asks, “What is 
this?” tell him how Yahweh 
brought you out. 

Exodus 13:14–16; 
Deuteronomy 6:20–21 

4 Protect the stranger. “You know the heart of a 
stranger, for you were strangers 
in the land of Egypt.” 

Exodus 23:9; Leviticus 
19:33–34; 
Deuteronomy 10:19 

5 Receive correction. “Whom Yahweh loves He 
corrects, even as a father the son 
in whom he delights.” 

Proverbs 3:11–12; 
Deuteronomy 8:5 

6 Carry the higher 
accountability. 

“You only have I known … 
therefore I will punish you.” The 
name is not a shield. 

Amos 3:2; Malachi 1:6 
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# WHAT IS OWED WHAT THE TANAKH SAYS WITNESSES 

7 Return when you have 
strayed. 

“Return, O backsliding children, 
and I will heal your 
backslidings.” 

Jeremiah 3:22; Hosea 
14:1 [Hebrew 14:2] 

 

The fourth line deserves a word. The son of Exodus 4:22 was a stranger and a slave when Yahweh 
named him. The Torah never lets him forget it. It grounds the protection of the stranger in that 
memory more often than for any other reason, and it forbids the firstborn to do to others what Egypt 
did to him. 

Finding: that the son who was a stranger in Egypt is bound to protect the stranger among him is 
Corroborated (Exodus 22:21 [Hebrew 22:20]; Exodus 23:9; Leviticus 19:33–34; Deuteronomy 
10:19). 

X. THREE-RELIGION AUDIT — HOW EACH TRADITION 
READS “MY SON, MY FIRSTBORN” 

The table sets the three traditions against Tanakh's findings. Comparative texts are cited as historical 
reference only, in keeping with the standing rule of this document. 

ELEMENT ✡  JUDAISM ✝  CHRISTIANITY ☪  ISLAM 

Reading of 
the verse 

Israel the nation is the 
firstborn. Rashi gives the 
plain sense as a word of 
greatness (citing Psalms 
89:27) and a midrash that 
the verse sealed Jacob’s 
purchase of the birthright. 
The Mishnah: “Beloved 
are Israel, for they are 
called children of the 
Omnipresent” (Avot 
3:14). Firstborn sons fast on 
the eve of Passover 
(Shulchan Arukh, Orach 
Chayim 470:1), and a 
firstborn son is redeemed 
through a kohen (Yoreh 
De’ah 305). 

Matthew applies Hosea 
11:1 to the return of Jesus’ 
family from Egypt 
(Matthew 2:15). Jesus is 
called “the firstborn of 
every creature” and “the 
firstborn from the dead” 
(Colossians 1:15, 18). Paul 
says “the adoption” 
belongs to Israel (Romans 
9:4). Replacement theology 
holds that the Church has 
become Israel; many 
churches reject that view. 

Moses is sent to Pharaoh to 
say, “send with us the 
Children of Israel and do 
not torment them” (Q. 
20:47; compare 26:17). 
Israel was “preferred over 
the world” (Q. 2:47). Allah 
“neither begets nor is 
begotten” (Q. 112:3), and 
the claim “we are the 
children of Allah and 
His beloved” is answered, 
“Then why does He 
punish you for your 
sins?” (Q. 5:18). 
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ELEMENT ✡  JUDAISM ✝  CHRISTIANITY ☪  ISLAM 

Covenant 
strength 

Keeps the verse with the 
people it names. Keeps the 
memorial of Exodus 
13:14–16 alive in every 
household with a firstborn 
son. Rashi’s plain sense, 
rank and greatness, agrees 
with Section IV-B. 

Paul’s “hath God cast 
away his people? God 
forbid” and “the gifts 
and calling of God are 
without repentance” 
(Romans 11:1, 29) agree 
with Leviticus 26:44 and 
Jeremiah 31:35–37. Luke 
records Exodus 13:2 kept 
at the birth of Jesus (Luke 
2:22–23). 

Q. 20:47 restates Exodus 
4:23 almost word for word. 
Q. 112:3 agrees that 
Yahweh’s fatherhood is not 
begetting (Deuteronomy 
4:15–16; Numbers 
23:19). Q. 5:18 makes the 
point of Amos 3:2: 
standing brings judgment, 
not immunity. 

Covenant 
departure 

Where the midrash ties the 
title to Jacob’s purchase, it 
moves the ground of the 
title from Yahweh’s word 
to a transaction; the verse 
names the nation, and 
Yahweh gives the rank 
(Psalms 89:27). Where 
“beloved” is heard without 
“that he may serve Me” 
and without Amos 3:2, the 
title becomes privilege 
without duty. Redemption 
paid to a man whose 
priestly line rests on family 
tradition alone falls short of 
the proof Ezra 2:62–63 
required. 

Reading Hosea 11:1 as 
about one man removes it 
from Hosea 11:2, where 
the same son goes after the 
Baals. Bechor is never used 
in the Tanakh of a being 
before creation. Where 
replacement theology 
teaches that Israel’s place 
has passed to another 
people, it contradicts 
Jeremiah 31:36–37 and 
Jeremiah 33:24–26. 

Where Q. 5:18 is read as 
denying that Yahweh ever 
called Israel His son, it goes 
beyond the text: Exodus 
4:22, Deuteronomy 14:1, 
and Hosea 11:1 use 
sonship as covenant 
language, not begetting, 
which is the very thing Q. 
112:3 rejects. Where Israel’s 
favor is taught to have 
passed to another 
community, Jeremiah 
31:36–37 stands against it. 

Covenant 
witness 

The household fast and the 
firstborn redemption, read 
from the Tanakh outward, 
are a living memory of 
Exodus 4:23 and Exodus 
13:15. 

Romans 11:29, read from 
the Tanakh outward, stands 
beside Jeremiah 31:36 as a 
second voice that the calling 
stands. 

Q. 20:47 and Q. 5:18 stand 
beside Exodus 4:23 and 
Amos 3:2: let the son go, 
and the son is not above 
judgment. 
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XI. CORRECTIONS TO EARLIER LIBRARY MATERIAL 

The Library’s rule is that its own earlier work is tested by the same standard as everyone else’s. The 
April 2026 supplemental study Who Is the Firstborn Son of Yahweh? is the Library’s earlier 
treatment of this verse. Every correction marked “Made” below was made in its Google Doc on 
October 13, 2026, so that the website copy can be replaced. Points marked for Elder Kepha’s decision 
were not changed. 

Correction 1 — Section V, the date of Hosea. The study said Hosea confirmed Exodus 4:22 “a 
century after” Moses. Hosea prophesied in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, and of 
Jeroboam son of Joash (Hosea 1:1), many centuries after Moses. Changed to “centuries after.” 
Made. 

Correction 2 — Hebrew verse numbers. Under the standing rule of October 8, 2026, the Hebrew 
number was added in brackets where it differs: Psalms 89:27 [Hebrew 89:28]; Genesis 32:22–32 
[Hebrew 32:23–33], with 32:26, 32:28, and 32:30 [Hebrew 32:27, 32:29, 32:31]; Hosea 12:4 
[Hebrew 12:5]; Hosea 14:1, 4 [Hebrew 14:2, 5]. Made. 

Correction 3 — Sections III and IV-B, the argument from Deuteronomy 21:16. The study 
argued that Deuteronomy 21:16 forbids the transfer of Israel’s firstborn standing. That law forbids a 
father to move the birthright out of preference. The Tanakh also records a firstborn who lost his rank 
for his own sin (Genesis 49:3–4; 1 Chronicles 5:1–2), so the argument from Deuteronomy 21:16 
alone is incomplete. The ground on which the Tanakh says Israel’s standing was not transferred is 
Yahweh’s own oath (Leviticus 26:44–45; Jeremiah 31:35–37; Jeremiah 33:24–26), as Section 
VIII-C of this document shows. Section VII-A of the study also calls the firstborn covenant 
“unconditional” without noting the condition of Exodus 19:5 on the blessing (Section VIII-D 
above). Left for Elder Kepha’s decision. 

Correction 4 — Section I and Section IV-A, comparative texts used as support. Section I quotes 
the Meshech Chochmah in a box as part of the lexical argument, and Section IV-A, item 8, cites Luke 
3:38 within the Jewish position. Under the standing rule of September 28, 2026, such texts appear 
only as comparative reference. Left for Elder Kepha’s decision whether to move them or remove them. 

Correction 5 — Section VIII-D, the meaning of Israel. The study gives the name Yisrael a 
“deeper linguistic root” meaning “God rules.” The text gives its own reason for the name: “for you 
have striven with Elohim and with men” (Genesis 32:28 [Hebrew 32:29]; Hosea 12:3–4 
[Hebrew 12:4–5]). The reading “God rules” is a scholarly proposal from a different root and is not in 
the text. Left for Elder Kepha’s decision. 
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Correction 6 — Sections VII and IX, figures and named events. These sections give casualty 
figures and name specific findings and events as of April 2026 without sources in the document. They 
should be brought up to date and sourced, or the reader pointed to Docs 259 and 260, where the same 
matters are set out with their sources. Left for Elder Kepha’s decision. 

XII. SEVEN COVENANT DECLARATIONS ON “MY SON, MY 
FIRSTBORN” 

Per the Deuteronomy 19:15 standard, no doctrine may stand on a single text. Each declaration below 
draws on more than one witness. 

# COVENANT DECLARATION BASIS 

I Yahweh named Israel His son and firstborn by His own 
word, before the plagues, before Sinai, and before any 
commandment. 

Exodus 4:22; Hosea 11:1; Jeremiah 
31:9; Deuteronomy 14:1 

II Yahweh is Father by making, buying, carrying, and 
redeeming a people. He does not beget a divine offspring. 

Deuteronomy 32:6; Isaiah 64:8 
[Hebrew 64:7]; Malachi 2:10; 
Deuteronomy 4:15–16 

III Firstborn in Yahweh’s mouth is a rank He gives, not an 
order of birth. 

Psalms 89:27; Jeremiah 31:9; 
Genesis 48:14–20; 1 Chronicles 
26:10 

IV The son was sent out of bondage to serve Yahweh, not to 
become his own master or another man’s possession. 

Exodus 4:23; Leviticus 25:42, 55; 
Exodus 20:2–3 

V Yahweh warns before He strikes, and He judges measure for 
measure. 

Exodus 1:22; Exodus 4:23; Exodus 
11:4–5; Exodus 12:29 

VI The firstborn is disciplined and judged more heavily, but he 
is not disowned: Yahweh has sworn not to cast off the seed 
of Israel. 

Deuteronomy 8:5; Amos 3:2; 
Leviticus 26:44–45; Jeremiah 
31:35–37 

VII The door stands open: the stranger who joins himself to 
Yahweh is counted under one law with the son. He joins 
the son; he does not replace him. 

Exodus 12:48–49; Numbers 
15:15–16; Isaiah 56:6–7 
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XIII. THE COVENANT RESPONSE — WHAT THE TANAKH 
SAYS TO THE ONE WHO ASKS 

Behind the question of who the firstborn is, there is usually a person asking where he stands 
with Yahweh.  

Tanakh's answer is fivefold. 

First: the name came before the law, and it came by grace. Israel was named “My son” while still 
making bricks (Exodus 4:22; Exodus 1:14). No one earns the standing of a son. 

Second: the son is set free to serve. “Send away My son, that he may serve Me” (Exodus 4:23). 
Freedom that does not end in service to Yahweh is only a change of masters. 

Third: do not take the title without the duty. “If then I am a Father, where is My honor?” 
(Malachi 1:6). “You only have I known … therefore I will punish you” (Amos 3:2). 

Fourth: do not take the son’s place; join him. “Your people shall be my people, and your 
Elohim my Elohim” (Ruth 1:16). “My house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples” 
(Isaiah 56:7). 

Fifth: if you have strayed, the Father is still calling. “When Israel was a child, I loved him” 
(Hosea 11:1). “How can I give you up, Ephraim? … My heart is turned within Me” (Hosea 
11:8). “Return, O backsliding children” (Jeremiah 3:22). 

SCRIPTURE INDEX 

REFERENCE SUBJECT SECTION 

Genesis 12:3 All the families of the earth blessed in Abraham IV-D 

Genesis 17:14 The uncircumcised male cut off from his people VI-C 

Genesis 25:25–26 Jacob born the younger twin IV-B 

Genesis 25:31–34 Esau sells and despises the birthright II; IV-C 

Genesis 32:22–32 [Hebrew 
32:23–33] 

Jacob named Israel at Peniel XI 

Genesis 48:14–20 Ephraim set before Manasseh IV-B; XII 

Genesis 49:3–4 Reuben the firstborn loses his preeminence IV-A; IV-C; XI 
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REFERENCE SUBJECT SECTION 

Exodus 1:13–14 Israel made to serve with rigor II; V-A; XIII 

Exodus 1:16, 22 Pharaoh’s decree against the sons of Israel VI-A; VI-B; XII 

Exodus 2:23 Israel sighs because of the service V-A 

Exodus 4:18–21 Moses sets out for Egypt; Pharaoh will refuse I-C 

Exodus 4:22–23 My son, My firstborn, is Israel; send him away 
to serve Me 

I-A; I-B; I-C; II; III-A; 
III-B; III-C; IV-D; V-A; 
V-B; V-C; VI-A; VI-B; 
VI-C; VII-C; VIII-A; 
VIII-B; VIII-C; VIII-D; 
IX; X; XI; XII; XIII 

Exodus 4:24–26 Zipporah circumcises her son on the way VI-C 

Exodus 5:1–3 The first demand; Pharaoh does not know 
Yahweh 

II; III-C; V-B; V-C 

Exodus 7:14–16 Pharaoh refuses; send My people to serve Me II; V-B 

Exodus 8:1 [Hebrew 7:26] Send My people, before the frogs V-B 

Exodus 8:20 [Hebrew 8:16] Send My people, before the swarms V-B 

Exodus 9:1 Send My people, before the pestilence V-B 

Exodus 9:13–20 Send My people; the hail announced a day 
ahead 

V-B; VI-B 

Exodus 10:3 How long will you refuse? V-B 

Exodus 11:4–5 The death of every firstborn announced II; VI-B; XII 

Exodus 12:12 Judgment on the gods of Egypt VI-B 

Exodus 12:26–27 When your children ask about the Passover VII-C 

Exodus 12:29 Yahweh strikes every firstborn of Egypt II; VI-B; XII 

Exodus 12:38 A mixed multitude went up with them VIII-E 

Exodus 12:48–49 The circumcised stranger as one born in the 
land 

VI-C; VIII-E; XII 
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REFERENCE SUBJECT SECTION 

Exodus 13:2 Sanctify every firstborn to Me; it is Mine II; VII-A; X 

Exodus 13:12–13 The firstborn of beast and man redeemed II; VII-B 

Exodus 13:14–16 The son asks, What is this? II; VI-B; VII-A; VII-C; 
VII-D; IX; X 

Exodus 19:4–6 If you obey, My treasure; a kingdom of priests I-D; V-C; VIII-D; XI 

Exodus 20:2–3 Out of the house of slaves; no other gods V-A; V-C; IX; XII 

Exodus 20:12 Honor your father and your mother IX 

Exodus 22:21 [Hebrew 
22:20] 

Do not wrong the stranger IX 

Exodus 23:9 You know the heart of a stranger IX 

Exodus 34:19–20 All that opens the womb is Mine VII-B 

Leviticus 19:33–34 Love the stranger as yourself IX 

Leviticus 25:42, 55 They are My servants whom I brought out V-A; IX; XII 

Leviticus 26:44–45 I will not cast them away VIII-C; X; XI; XII 

Numbers 3:12–13 The Levites taken; the firstborn sanctified II; VII-A; VII-B 

Numbers 3:41–51 The Levites counted; 273 redeemed at five 
shekels 

VII-B; VII-D 

Numbers 8:16–18 The Levites in place of the firstborn VII-A; VII-B 

Numbers 15:15–16 One law for native and stranger VIII-E; XII 

Numbers 18:15–16 The firstborn son redeemed for five shekels II; VII-B; VII-D 

Numbers 23:19 El is not a man III-A; X 

Numbers 33:4 Judgments on the gods of Egypt VI-B 

Deuteronomy 1:31 Carried as a man carries his son III-B 

Deuteronomy 4:15–16 No form seen at Horeb III-A; X; XII 

Deuteronomy 6:6–7 Teach them diligently to your children VII-D 
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REFERENCE SUBJECT SECTION 

Deuteronomy 6:12–13 Do not forget; fear and serve Yahweh V-C 

Deuteronomy 6:20–21 When your son asks you in time to come VII-C; IX 

Deuteronomy 8:5 As a man disciplines his son II; III-B; VIII-A; IX; XII 

Deuteronomy 10:19 Love the stranger IX 

Deuteronomy 14:1 You are children of Yahweh your Elohim II; III-C; X; XII 

Deuteronomy 19:15 Two or three witnesses I-D; XII 

Deuteronomy 21:15–17 The right of the firstborn is his I-D; II; IV-A; IV-C; XI 

Deuteronomy 28:1, 15 Blessing and curse follow obedience VIII-D 

Deuteronomy 30:1–5 Scattered and brought back VIII-D 

Deuteronomy 32:5–6 Not His children, their blemish; is He not your 
Father? 

II; III-A; VIII-A; XII 

Deuteronomy 32:8–9 The bounds of the peoples; Jacob His 
inheritance 

IV-D 

Deuteronomy 32:18 The Rock who begot you III-A 

2 Samuel 7:14 I will be to him a Father III-C 

2 Kings 17:7 Exile because they sinned VIII-A 

Isaiah 1:2 I raised children and they rebelled III-C; VIII-A 

Isaiah 19:25 Egypt My people, Israel My inheritance IV-D 

Isaiah 56:3–7 The foreigner joined; a house of prayer for all 
peoples 

IV-D; VIII-E; XII; XIII 

Isaiah 63:16 You, Yahweh, are our Father III-A 

Isaiah 64:8 [Hebrew 64:7] We are the clay, You our potter III-A; XII 

Jeremiah 3:22 Return, O backsliding children VIII-A; IX; XIII 

Jeremiah 31:9 I am a Father to Israel; Ephraim is My firstborn II; IV-B; XII 

Jeremiah 31:35–37 The seed of Israel shall not cease VIII-C; VIII-D; X; XI; 
XII 
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REFERENCE SUBJECT SECTION 

Jeremiah 33:24–26 I will not cast away the seed of Jacob VIII-C; X; XI 

Hosea 1:1 The days of Hosea XI 

Hosea 1:9–10 [Hebrew 1:9; 
2:1] 

Not My People; sons of the living El VIII-B 

Hosea 2:23 [Hebrew 2:25] You are My people VIII-B 

Hosea 11:1–4 Out of Egypt I called My son I-C; III-B; III-C; X; XII; 
XIII 

Hosea 11:8–11 How can I give you up, Ephraim? VIII-B; VIII-D; XIII 

Hosea 12:3–4 [Hebrew 
12:4–5] 

Jacob strove with Elohim XI 

Hosea 14:1, 4 [Hebrew 
14:2, 5] 

Return, O Israel; I will heal IX; XI 

Amos 3:2 You only have I known; therefore I will punish 
you 

VIII-A; VIII-D; IX; X; 
XII; XIII 

Zechariah 2:11 [Hebrew 
2:15] 

Many nations joined to Yahweh IV-D 

Malachi 1:6 If I am a Father, where is My honor? VIII-A; IX; XIII 

Malachi 2:10 Have we not all one Father? III-A; XII 

Malachi 3:6 I do not change VIII-C 

Psalms 2:7 You are My son III-C 

Psalms 89:26–27 [Hebrew 
89:27–28] 

I will make him firstborn II; III-C; IV-B; X; XI; XII 

Psalms 103:13 As a father has compassion on his children III-B 

Proverbs 3:11–12 Whom Yahweh loves He corrects II; III-B; IX 

Ruth 1:16 Your people shall be my people VIII-E; XIII 

Ruth 4:17 Ruth, ancestress of David VIII-E 

Ezra 2:62–63 Priestly descent that could not be proved VII-D; X 
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REFERENCE SUBJECT SECTION 

1 Chronicles 5:1–2 Reuben’s birthright given to the sons of Joseph II; IV-C; XI 

1 Chronicles 26:10 Not the firstborn, yet made chief IV-B; XII 

2 Chronicles 36:15–16 They mocked the messengers VIII-A 

“With weeping they shall come, and with supplications I will lead them; I will cause them to 
walk by rivers of water, in a straight way in which they shall not stumble: for I am a Father 

to Israel, and Ephraim is My firstborn.” 

Jeremiah 31:9 — The Written Covenant of Yahweh 
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