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& JUDAISM

Every Sabbath eve many Jewish
parents lay their hands on their
sons’ heads and say, “May
Elobim make you like Ephraim
and Manasseb,” the words Jacob
gave in Genesis 48:20, and over
daughters, “like Sarah,
Rebekab, Rachel, and Leab.”
The firstborn son is still redeemed
from a kohen (priest) in the
pidyon ba-ben (redemption of
the son), and rabbinic inheritance
law still gives the firstborn a
double portion of his father’s
estate.

t CHRISTIANITY

The New Testament calls Esau
“profane” for selling his
birthright for one meal (Hebrews
12:16-17) and counts Isaac’s
blessing of Jacob and Esau as an
act of faith (Hebrews 11:20). Paul
reads “Jacob I loved, Esan I
bated” as a word about election
(Romans 9:10-13). Today many
churches lay hands on children in
blessing, while some pulpits offer
a “birthright” or
“double-portion” blessing in
exchange for an offering.

C ISLAM

The Qur’an honors Isaac and
Jacob as gifts to Abraham and as
prophets (Q. 19:49; 21:72),
records Jacob’s deathbed charge to
his sons (Q. 2:133), and tells the
story of Jacob and Joseph at
length (Surah 12). Esau and the
sale of the birthright do not
appear. Islamic inheritance sets
fixed shares and teaches “no
bequest to an heir” (Abu
Dawud 2870); the eldest son
receives no double portion.
Ishmael, Abraham’s eldest, stands
at the center of Islamic memory.
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DOCTRINAL AUTHORITY — STANDING RULE OF MIQDASH
BETHEL COVENANT INSTITUTION

The sole binding authority of Miqdash Bethel Covenant Institution is the 7anakh — the written
covenant of Yahweh. No Talmudic tractate, Church council decree, papal encyclical, hadith collection,
or extra-biblical tradition carries doctrinal weight equal to or greater than the written Torah. Where
any tradition conflicts with the written covenant, the written covenant governs without exception. The
Talmud, New Testament, and Qur’an are cited as historical reference and comparative witness — never
as superseding authority. Miqdash Bethel uses the Written Tanakh as its sole source for four reasons: it
is the only text Judaism, Christianity, and Islam all recognize as originally given by Yahweh; it predates
and underlies the Talmud, New Testament, and Qur’an, so testing those traditions against it follows
the evidentiary direction of Deuteronomy 19:15 — the earlier witness governs the later commentary;
every later tradition that departs from the Tanakh does so by addition or reinterpretation, never by
overturning the text itself, so the text remains the fixed standard; and Yahweh’s own words declare the
covenant unchanging (Malachi 3:6; Psalms 119:89), making the written covenant — not evolving
institutional interpretation — the only stable ground for doctrine. All three great covenant traditions
— Judaism, Christianity, and Islam — are addressed simultaneously and equally in every Miqdash
Bethel document, because Yahweh’s covenant belongs to every nation that will receive it. The
Deuteronomy 19:15 two-or-three-witness evidentiary standard governs all textual claims in this

document.

HOW TO READ THIS DOCUMENT

This document applies the sole authority of the written Tanakh to four questions about the blessing
and the birthright in Genesis: what the birthright was, what the blessing was, how each was delivered
from one generation to the next, and how the covenant believer applies them today. Yahweh (n1nr)
and Elohim (D'2'7X) appear in bold throughout. Tanakh books and personal names are given in
English. Hebrew transliterations appear in bold italic with English meaning in parentheses at every
occurrence. Scripture references are bold. Verse numbers follow the English version; where the Hebrew
numbering differs, it is given in brackets on first citation. Scripture is rendered in a literal working
translation from the Hebrew. Each finding is graded under the two-or-three-witness standard as
Corroborated (two or more independent Tanakh witnesses), Single witness, or Not in the text.
Three audiences are addressed simultaneously: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Rabbinic
commentary, New Testament texts, church writers, ancient Near Eastern tablets, and the Quran and
hadith are cited as historical and comparative reference — not as binding authority. The Written

Tanakh governs all conclusions.
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TANAKH BOOKS CITED IN THIS DOCUMENT

DIVISION BOOKS CITED PURPOSE IN THIS STUDY
Torah Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, The birthright and the blessing in the
Numbers, Deuteronomy patriarchal households; the firstborn

consecrated and redeemed; the Levites in place
of the firstborn; the priestly blessing; the law of
the double portion; blessing and curse set
before Israel

Nevi’im (Prophets) | Joshua, 1 Samuel, 2 Kings, Isaiah, | Joseph’s two portions in the Land; David the
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Hosea, youngest; Edom’s revolt; the prophets’ verdict
Obadiah, Micah, Malachi on Jacob’s deceit and on Edom; blessing
extended to the nations; blessings cursed when
priests corrupt them

Ketuvim Psalms, Proverbs, Job, 1 The birthright separated from the rule;
(Writings) Chronicles children as an inheritance; blessing and cursing
in the mouth; an inheritance gained in haste;
the one who is tried

COMPARATIVE TEXTS CITED — HISTORICAL AND COMPARATIVE

REFERENCE ONLY
CATEGORY TEXTS CITED PURPOSE IN THIS STUDY
New Testament Romans 9:10-13; Hebrews 11:20; Every New Testament use of the
12:16-17 Jacob-Esau account

Qur’an and hadith | Q.2:132-133; 4:11; 19:49; 21:72; Surah Jacob in the Islamic witness; fixed
12; Abu Dawud 2870; al-Tirmidhi 2120 inheritance shares; no bequest to an heir

Rabbinic Rashi on Genesis 27:19 and Numbers How Judaism reads the deception, the
literature 3:12 (following Numbers Rabbah); firstborn, the double portion, and the
Mishnah Bava Batra ch. 8; Mishnah household blessing
Bekhorot; the Sabbath-eve blessing of
children
Church writers Augustine, Against Lying (Contra The Christian defense of Jacob’s deceit
mendacium) 24 tested in Section VIII
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CATEGORY TEXTS CITED PURPOSE IN THIS STUDY
Ancient Near East | Nuzi tablet JEN 204 (C. H. Gordon, The claimed “sale of a birthright for
1940); M. J. Selman’s critique of the Nuzi | three sheep” weighed in Section V
parallels

I. FRAMING THE QUESTION — TWO WORDS, TWO GIFTS

I-A. The Questions as They Are Asked

The account of Jacob and Esau is one of the best known in the Tanakh, and one of the least carefully

read. The questions brought to this Institution are direct:

First: what was the birthright, and what did the firstborn actually receive?

Second: what was the blessing, and was it the same thing as the birthright?

Third: how was each one delivered — by what words, what acts, and at what moment?
Fourth: why could Isaac not take the blessing back once he learned he had been deceived?

Fifth: how does the modern covenant believer, who has no tribal land to divide and no patriarch’s

deathbed to kneel beside, apply any of this?

This study builds on earlier work in the Library and does not repeat it. Who Is the Firstborn Son of
Yahweb? (April 2026) examined Israel as Yahweh’s firstborn nation (Exodus 4:22). Covenant
Inberitance: Two Wives and a Family (May 2026) applied the law of the double portion
(Deuteronomy 21:15—17) to a covenant household. Doc 236 (Let There Be Light) examined Isaac’s
irrevocable word as part of the power of the spoken word. The present document goes back to Genesis
itself, separates the birthright from the blessing, sets out how each was delivered, and corrects four

points in the earlier material (Section XIII).

I-B. Esau Names the Difference Himself

The Tanakh does not leave the two gifts blurred together. Esau separates them in one sentence when he

learns what has happened:

“Is he not rightly named Jacob? For he has supplanted me these two times. He took my
birthright, and behold, now he has taken my blessing” (Genesis 27:36)

The Hebrew is a wordplay that can be heard in any language once it is pointed out. Bekhorati (my
birthright), '"m122, and birkbati (my blessing), ‘M2, use the same three consonants, b-k-r and
b-r-k, in a different order. The verb is vayya’'qeveni (he supplanted me), 12791, built on the name

Yaagqov (Jacob), Apy!. Esau names two losses: a status he sold in Genesis 25, and a spoken gift taken
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from him in Genesis 27. They sound almost alike, they belong to the same household, and they are not

the same thing.

Every finding below is graded. A finding is corroborated when two or more independent Tanakh
witnesses carry it (Deuteronomy 19:15). It is Single witness when only one text carries it. It is Not in

the text when it is taught but the Tanakh does not say it.

II. THE WORD STUDY — WHAT THE HEBREW SAYS

The vocabulary of the blessing and the birthright is precise. The table sets out the terms this study

relies on.
HEBREW TERM STRONG'S CORE MEANING KEY TEXT
bekhor (firstborn),Vida H1060 The firstborn son; also the first | Genesis 25:25, 31;
of the flock 43:33; 49:3
bekhorabh (birthright), n1d2 H1062 The right and rank of the Genesis 25:31—34;

firstborn; the thing Esau sold 27:36; 1
Chronicles 5:1-2

bakar (to bear first / to make H1069 The root verb; in the Piel, to Deuteronomy
firstborn),N02 give the rank of firstborn to a 21:16

son
bekbirab (the firstborn H1067 The elder daughter Genesis 29:26

daugbter), "2

mishpat ha-bekborab (the right | H4941 + The legal right of the firstborn | Deuteronomy

of the birthright), 09¥n H1062 21:17

%N

i shenayim (a double portion), | H6310 + Literally “the mouth of two”. | Deuteronomy

DY '9 H8147 two shares 21:17

reshit ono (the first of bis H7225 + The father’s first son, the first Genesis 49:3;

strength), NIk MUK H202 fruit of his vigor Deuteronomy
21:17

peter rechem (the first to open H6363 + The mother’s first child; the Exodus 13:2, 12
the womb), DN VO H7358 firstborn consecrated to
Yahweh

N
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HEBREW TERM STRONG'S CORE MEANING KEY TEXT
barakb (to bless),\ 12 H1288 To speak or confer good, favor, | Genesis 1:22, 28;
and increase; also used of man 12:2-3;27:4
blessing Yahweh
berakhah (blessing), n)12 H1293 The blessing spoken; also a gift [ Genesis 12:2;
that carries it 27:12,36; 33:11
qelalab (curse), "1 H7045 The opposite of blessing: Genesis 27:12—13;
lightness, contempt, Deuteronomy
diminishing 11:26
bazab (to despise), N"T2 H959 To hold as worthless Genesis 25:34
aqav (to take by the beel / to He117 To grasp from behind; to Genesis 25:26;
supplant), 27y overreach 27:36; Hosea 12:3;
Jeremiah 9:4
mirmab (deceit), nnIn H4820 Treachery, fraud Genesis 27:35
rimmab (to beguile), np" H7411 The verb behind mirmab Genesis 29:25
(deceit)
nachalab (inberitance), n"'1mM H5159 The hereditary possession Numbers 27:7-8;
Psalms 127:3
shekbem (portion / shoulder), H7926 The extra portion Jacob gave Genesis 48:22
(2 }o11J] Joseph

Three lexical observations govern what follows.

First, the birthright is a status, and the blessing is a spoken gift.
The bekborab (birtbright) is something a son bas by birth and can sell, keep, or lose (Genesis 25:33;

49:3-4),

The berakbab (blessing) is something that must be given: it is spoken over a person by Yahweh
or by one who speaks in His presence (Genesis 27:7; 48:15—16). Esau could sell his birthright by
himself. He could not give himself a blessing; he could only plead for one (Genesis 27:34, 38).

Second, a popular teaching connects barakh (to bless) with berekh (knee), 112, H1290, as if blessing
were “kneeling” before Yahweh. The Brown-Driver—Briggs lexicon lists the meanings under the

same letters, but whether “knee” and “bless” share an origin is debated among Hebrew scholars. This
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study does not build any teaching on the kneeling connection. The texts themselves say what a blessing
does, and that is enough.

Third, the Tanakh never presents a blessing as a power that works by itself: Its first blessings are
spoken by Elohim (Genesis 1:22, 28), and its fullest liturgical blessing ends with Yahweh’s own

claim: “they shall put My Name on the children of Israel, and I will bless them” (Numbers
6:27). Man speaks; Yahweh blesses. Section VI traces this through the whole Torah.

III. THE BIRTHRIGHT — WHAT THE FIRSTBORN
RECEIVED

III-A. Two Kinds of Firstborn

The Torah defines the firstborn in two ways, and the two must be kept apart.

The mother’s firstborn is the peter rechem (the first to open the womb):

“Sanctify to Me every firstborn, whatever opens the womb among the children of Israel, of
man and of beast; it is Mine” (Exodus 13:2; compare 13:12—15; 22:29 [Hebrew 22:28]).

The father’s firstborn is the reshit ono (the first of his strength):

“be shall acknowledge the firstborn, the son of the unloved, by giving him a double portion of
all that be has, for be is the first of bis strength; the right of the birthright is bis”
(Deuteronomy 21:17; compare Genesis 49:3).

This fir rni n he father, and thel ncerns

In a household with one wife the two are the same son. In Jacob’s household, with four mothers, they
are not: Reuben was Leah’s peter rechem (first to open the womb) and Jacob’s reshit ono (first of
bis stremngth), while Joseph was Rachel’s peter rechem (first to open the womb) but Jacob’s

eleventh son.

III-B. What the Birthright Carried
The Tanakh names four things that belonged to the firstborn. The table sets them out with their

witnesses.
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WHAT THE FIRSTBORN

HELD

A double portion of the father’s | Deuteronomy 21:17; Genesis 48:5, 22; 1 Corroborated
estate Chronicles 5:1—-2; Ezekiel 47:13
Rank and precedence among Genesis 43:33 (“the firstborn according to | Corroborated
the brothers his birthright”); 49:3 (“excellence of
dignity and excellence of power”); 27:29,
37
Consecration to Yahweh, with Exodus 13:2, 12—15; 22:29; Numbers Corroborated
redemption 3:13; 8:17; 18:15—-16
Leadership of the family Genesis 27:29, 37 (lord over brothers); but 1 | Corroborated as part
Chronicles 5:2 separates rule from the of the patriarchal
birthright blessing; separable
from the birthright

The witness of Genesis 43:33 is easily passed over. When Joseph seats his brothers in Egypt, they are
placed “the firstborn according to his birthright, and the youngest according to his youth,”
and the men are astonished. Bekborah (birthright) is a known order of rank that strangers could not

have guessed.

III-C. Did the Firstborn Serve as Priests Before Levi?

It is widely taught that the firstborn sons were Israel’s priests until the golden calf, and that
the Levites then replaced them.

The Tanakh says three things clearly.

1. Yahweh sanctified the firstborn when He struck the firstborn of Egypt (Numbers 3:13;
8:17).

2. He took the Levites “sn place of” every firstborn (Numbers 3:12, 41, 45; 8:16—18), and the

273 firstborn beyond the number of Levites were redeemed at five shekels each (Numbers
3:46-51).

3. And after the calf, “at that time Yahweh separated the tribe of Levi” (Deuteronomy
10:8), the same Levites who had rallied to Moses at the camp gate (Exodus 32:26-29).

What the text does #ot say is that the firstborn ever offered sacrifice as a priesthood.
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Before Sinai the heads of households built altars and offered on them, firstborn or not; Jacob, a

younger son, built altars at Shechem and Bethel (Genesis 33:20; 35:7). At Sinai, Moses sent “young
men of the children of Israel” to offer burnt offerings (Exodus 24:5), and they are not called
firstborn! The link between the firstborn’s loss and the golden calf is drawn by Rashi on Numbers
3:12, following the Midrash; the Tanakh gives the reason it gives — the Passover night (Numbers
3:13).

Finding — the firstborn and the priesthood: that the firstborn were consecrated to Yahweh and
that the Levites were taken in their place is Corroborated. That the Levites’ separation followed the
golden calf is a reasonable reading of Deuteronomy 10:8 with Exodus 32:26—29 (Single witness,

by inference). That the firstborn had served as a priesthood before Sinai is Not in the text.

III-D. The Birthright Could Be Lost

Two firstborn sons in Genesis lost the birthright, by two different roads.

Esau sold it. “dnd Jacob said, Sell me today your birthright” (Genesis 25:31). Esau swore an
oath and sold it (Genesis 25:33). The loss was his own act, made by his own word.

Reuben forfeited it. Reuben lay with Bilhah, his father’s concubine (Genesis 35:22). On his
deathbed Jacob called him “my firstborn, my strength and the first of my vigor,” and then took

the preeminence from him: “Unstable as water, you shall not excel, because you went up to your
Jather’s bed” (Genesis 49:3—4).

The Chronicler records the outcome: “bis birthright was given to the sons of Joseph the son of
Israel, yet not so as to be reckoned by birthright” (1 Chronicles 5:1).

Finding — the birthright could be lost: by a firstborn’s own sale (Genesis 25:33) or by his own

rave sin he household (Genesis 49:3—4; 1 Chronicles 5:1). Corroborated. In neither case
father take i merel he preferred another

III-E. The Birthright and the Rule Were Separated

The single most important text for understanding the birthright is the Chronicler’s explanation of the
tribe of Reuben:

“Now the sons of Reuben the firstborn of Israel — for he was the firstborn, but because he
defiled his father’s bed, his birthright was given to the sons of Joseph the son of Israel ... for
Judah prevailed above his brothers, and from him came the ruler; but the birthright was
Joseph’s” (1 Chronicles 5:1-2)
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Here the two parts of a firstborn’s honor are split between two sons. The nagid (ruler / leader), 123,
came from Judah, as Jacob had foretold: “The scepter shall not depart from Judabh” (Genesis
49:10; compare 1 Chronicles 28:4). The bekhorab (birthright) — the double portion — went to
Joseph.

Jacob had already made it legal before witnesses: “Your two souns ... Ephraim and Manasseb shall
be mine, as Reuben and Simeon are mine” (Genesis 48:5), and “I have given you one portion

above your brothers” (Genesis 48:22).

The rest of the Tanakh confirms that the double portion was real land. “For the children of Joseph
were two tribes, Manasseh and Epbraim” (Joshua 14:4). And in Ezekiel’s vision of the restored

Land: “Joseph shall have two portions” (Ezekiel 47:13).

Finding — what the birthright was: in the Tanakh’s own usage the bekborab (birthright) is

the firstborn’s rank with its double portion of the inheritance; it is separable from the right
to rule. Corroborated by Genesis 48:5, 22; 1 Chronicles 5:1—2; Joshua 14:4; Ezekiel 47:13.

IV. THE YOUNGER BEFORE THE ELDER — THE PATTERN
OF GENESIS

Genesis returns again and again to the same scene: an elder brother passed over. a younger brother

liftted up. The table sets out every case and, most importantly, the reason the text itself gives.

ELDER YOUNGER REASON THE TEXT GIVES
Cain Abel; then Seth Genesis 4:4—5, 25 Yahweh regarded Abel’s offering;
Cain’s conduct (4:7)
Ishmael Isaac Genesis 17:18—21; 21:12 | Yahweh’s declaration: “My
covenant I will establish with
Isaac”
Esau Jacob Genesis 25:23, 33-34 Yahweh’s word before birth; Esau’s

own sale and contempt

Zerah Perez Genesis 38:27-30 Perez “breached” out first at birth

Reuben Joseph (birthright); | Genesis 49:3—4, 8—10;1 | Reuben’s sin against his father’s bed
Judah (rule) Chronicles 5:1-2

Manasseh Ephraim Genesis 48:13—-20 Jacob’s knowing, prophetic act: “T

know, my son, I know”

10
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ELDER YOUNGER REASON THE TEXT GIVES
Eliab and his David 1 Samuel 16:6-13; “Yabweb looks on the heart”,
brothers Psalms 89:27 [Hebrew Yahweh makes David “My

89:28] firstborn”

IV-A. How This Agrees with the Law of the Double Portion

At first glance the pattern seems to contradict the law Moses gave later:

“If a man has two wives, the one loved and the other unloved ... he may not make the son of
the loved one firstborn in preference to the son of the unloved, who is the firstborn”
(Deuteronomy 21:15-16)

The contradiction disappears when the reasons in the table are read closely. In every case

where Genesis passes over the elder, the change comes from one of three sources:

Yahweh’s own declared word (Genesis 17:19-21; 25:23),

2. the firstborn’s own act (Genesis 25:33; 49:4),
or a father acting as a prophet who knows what Yahweh has shown him (Genesis
48:19).

Not once does Genesis approve of a father passing over a firstborn because he loves the other
son’s mother more. That is exactly what Deuteronomy 21:16 forbids.

The law even reads like a commentary on Jacob’s own house. Leah is called senuab (unloved), nx11y
(Genesis 29:31) — the very word of Deuteronomy 21:15 — and Rachel was the loved wife (Genesis

29:30). Reuben, the son of the unloved wife, was the firstborn. Joseph, the son of the loved wife,

received the double portion. Had Jacob done that out of love for Rachel, it would have been the sin the

law names.

The Chronicler is careful to say why it happened: “because be defiled bis father’s bed” (1
Chronicles 5:1).

And where Genesis does show parents choosing by preference, it shows the cost. “Isaac loved Esaun,
because he ate of his game; but Rebekah loved Jacob” (Genesis 25:28). “Israel loved Joseph
more than all bis sous ... and they bated him” (Genesis 37:3—4).

In both houses, favoritism ended in a brother plotting a brother’s death (Genesis 27:41;
37:18-20).

11
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Finding — the younger before the elder: Yahweh is not bound by birth order (Genesis 25:23;
1 Samuel 16:7; Psalms 89:27). Corroborated. A father is bound by it, and may not redirect

the birthright by preference (Deuteronomy 21:15—17); every redirection in Genesis rests on

Yahweh’s word, the firstborn’s own act, or a prophetic word, never on favoritism.

Corroborated.

V. THE SALE OF THE BIRTHRIGHT — GENESIS 25:27-34

V-A. The Scene

“And Jacob boiled a stew, and Esau came in from the field, and he was faint. And Esau said to
Jacob, Let me gulp down some of the red, this red stuff, for I am faint; therefore his name was
called Edom. And Jacob said, Sell me today your birthright. And Esau said, Behold, I am
going to die, and what is this birthright to me? And Jacob said, Swear to me today. And he
swore to him, and he sold his birthright to Jacob. And Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew,
and he ate and drank, and rose up, and went his way. So Esau despised the birthright”
(Genesis 25:29—-34)

Four details in the Hebrew carry the meaning.

First: hal’iteni (let me gulp down), 10'Y1N, is used only here in the Tanakh. Esau does not even
name the food; he calls it “the red, this red stuff,” and the narrator ties the word adom (red) to the
name Edom (Genesis 25:30). The man is named for the moment of his appetite.

Second: Jacob says kayyom (today), ni*d, twice — “Sell me today” and “Swear to me today”
(Genesis 25:31, 33). He makes the sale immediate and binding before the hunger passes.

Third: the sale was sealed by an oath. Esau’s own word made the transfer final (compare Numbers
30:2 [Hebrew 30:3]).

Fourth: the verdict falls on Esau: vayyivez Esav et ha-bekhborab (so Esau despised the birthright),
N102N NX 1YY 121 (Genesis 25:34). Five verbs race by — be ate, be drank, be rose, he went, be

despised — and the narrator adds no comment but the last one.

V-B. Was Jacob Right?
The text condemns Esau’s contempt; it does not praise Jacob’s bargain.
Jacob set a price on bread for a brother who said he was dying.

The Torah later forbids exactly that spirit toward a brother in need:

12
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“you shall not give him your silver at interest, nor give him your food for profit” (Leviticus
25:37; compare 25:35-36).

That law was not yet given, and it concerns loans, not this sale; it is cited here as a principle, not as a

ruling on Jacob. What the narrative itself shows is that Jacob’s hunger for the birthright was real and
that his way of getting it was a grasp, true to the name he received at birth, when “bis hand took hold

of Esau’s heel” (Genesis 25:26).

Finding — the sale: Esau sold the birthright by his own oath and despised it (Genesis 25:33—34;
27:36). Corroborated. That Jacob’s method was commendable is Not in the text.

V-C. The “Three Sheep” Tablet from Nuzi — Weighed Honestly

Many study Bibles say that a tablet from Nuzi in Mesopotamia records a man selling his birthright to
his brother for three sheep, proving that Esau’s sale fits the customs of the age. The tablet is real: JEN
204, published by C. H. Gordon in 1940, records a man named Tupkitilla giving up an inheritance
share (a grove) to his brother Kurpazah in exchange for three sheep. But the later study of these tablets
by M. J. Selman pointed out that the tablet does not say the seller was the eldest son, nor that the grove
was his whole inheritance, and that it belongs with several other tablets in which a part of an

inheritance was sold. The Nuzi archive does confirm that an inheritance share could be transferred by

contract between brothers, and that eldest sons in several ancient societies received a double share. That

background is useful. The claim that the tablet records “the sale of a birthright” goes beyond what

it says.

Finding — the Nuzi parallel: comparative background only. That inheritance rights could be
transferred between brothers in the ancient Near East is supported by the tablets; that JEN 204 records

a birthright sale like Esau’s is Not corroborated.

VI. THE BLESSING — WHAT IT IS AND WHERE IT COMES
FROM

VI-A. Yahweh Is the First to Bless
The verb barakh (to bless) appears in the first chapter of the Tanakh, and the speaker is Elohim. He

blesses the creatures of sea and air (Genesis 1:22), the man and the woman (Genesis 1:28; 5:2), the
seventh day (Genesis 2:3), and Noah and his sons after the flood (Genesis 9:1). When Yahweh calls

Abraham, the word barakh (to bless) sounds five times in two verses:

13
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“And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, and
be a blessing. And I will bless those who bless you, and him who curses you I will curse, and in
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed” (Genesis 12:2—3)

The same covenant blessing is repeated to Abraham after the binding of Isaac (Genesis 22:17—18), to
Isaac (Genesis 26:3—4, 24), and to Jacob, first at Bethel (Genesis 28:13—15) and again when Elohim
renames him Israel (Genesis 35:9—12). The covenant blessing has one Author.

VI-B. Man Speaks, Yahweh Blesses

When human beings bless in the Tanakh, the text is careful to place Yahweh behind the words. Isaac
intends to bless Esau lifuei Yabweh (before Yabweb), nin' '19%7 (Genesis 27:7). Jacob blesses
Joseph’s sons by naming “the Elobim before whom my fathers Abrabam and Isaac walked”
(Genesis 48:15). And when Yahweh gives Israel’s priests the words of blessing, He tells them exactly

what the words do and do not do:

“Yabweb bless you and keep you; Yahweb make His face shine upon you and be gracious to
you; Yahweb lift up His face upon you and give you peace. And they shall put My Name
upon the children of Israel, and I will bless them” (Numbers 6:24—27)

The priests ve-samu et shemi (shall put My Name), MY NX NI, Yahweh says va-ani
avarakbem (and I will bless them), DD1AX "IXI. The human voice delivers; Yahweh is the one who

blesses.
The account of Balaam proves it from the other side. Hired to curse Israel, Balaam could not:

“How shall I curse whom El bas not cursed?” (Numbers 23:8), and “Bebold, I have received a

command to bless; He has blessed, and I cannot reverse it” (Numbers 23:20).
Moses later explains:

“Yabweh your Elobim turned the curse into a blessing for you, because Yahweh your Elobim
loved you” (Deuteronomy 23:5 [Hebrew 23:6]).

And the proverb states the rule plainly: “As the sparrow in her wandering, as the swallow in bher

Slying, so a causeless curse does not come to rest” (Proverbs 26:2).

Finding — the source of blessing: blessing in the Tanakh is delivered by a human voice but

sourced, governed, and confirmed by Yahweh; words spoken against His will do not take
effect, Corroborated by Numbers 6:27; 23:8, 20; Deuteronomy 23:5; Proverbs 26:2.
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VI-C. Two Kinds of Blessing in Genesis

Genesis records two kinds of blessing, and they meet in Jacob.

THE COVENANT BLESSING THE FATHER'S BLESSING

Who speaks Yahweh Himself, directly or by an angel The father (or a priest, or the family), in
Yahweh’s presence

Content Seed, land, a great name, and blessing for The particular future of each son: land,
all families of the earth rank, prosperity, conflict

To whom One heir in each generation: Abraham, Each son, each “according to his
Isaac, Jacob blessing” (Genesis 49:28)

Key texts Genesis 12:2—3; 22:17—-18; 26:3—4; Genesis 9:25-27; 27:27-29, 39—-40;
28:13-15; 35:9-12 48:15-20; 49:1-28

The two kinds come together in Genesis 28:1—4. After the deception, with full knowledge of who
stood before him, Isaac called Jacob and blessed him again, and this time he passed on the covenant

itself:

“May El Shaddai bless you ... and give you the blessing of Abrabam, to you and to your seed
with you, that you may possess the land of your sojournings, which Elobim gave to
Abrabam” (Genesis 28:3—4).

Then Yahweh confirmed it in His own voice at Bethel (Genesis 28:13—15). Th n blessin
not th

len one, is the moment th nant lin

VI-D. The Blessing Flows Outward

The covenant blessing was never meant to stop at the one who received it.

Laban confessed, “Yahweb bas blessed me for your sake” (Genesis 30:27). “Yabweb blessed the
Egyptian’s house for Joseph’s sake” (Genesis 39:5).

Old Jacob, standing before the most powerful king on earth, blessed Pharaoh — twice (Genesis 47:7,
10). And the prophet carries the promise of Genesis 12:3 to the very nations that once oppressed

Israel:

“In that day Israel shall be the third with Egypt and with Assyria, a blessing in the midst of
the earth, whom Yahwebh of hosts shall bless, saying, Blessed be Egypt My people, and Assyria
the work of My hands, and Isvael My inberitance” (Isaiah 19:24—25).
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This matters for all three audiences of this document. The blessing given to Abraham’s line was
given in order that all the families of the earth would be blessed (Genesis 12:3; 22:18; 26:4;

28:14). Corroborated four times in Genesis alone.

VII. HOW THE BLESSING WAS DELIVERED — THE
PATTERN IN GENESIS

Genesis does not give a ritual for blessing. It shows blessings being given, and the same elements appear

again and again. The table gathers them.

ELEMENT

WHAT THE TEXT SHOWS

1 | Spoken by Yahweh
directly

Genesis 1:28; 12:2—3;
32:29 [Hebrew 32:30];
35:9-12

The first and greatest blessings come
from His own mouth

2 | Through a priest, with
bread and wine

Genesis 14:18—20

Melchizedek, priest of El Elyon,
brings bread and wine and blesses
Abram

3 | Ata turning point of life

Genesis 9:25—27; 24:60;
28:1-4; 47:7; 48:1, 21;
49:1, 33; 50:24

After the flood; a bride leaving home;
a son leaving home; a deathbed

4 | At ashared meal

Genesis 27:4, 25, 31

“Bring it to me that I may eat,
that my soul may bless yon”

S | Nearness, touch, and a kiss

Genesis 27:21-27; 48:10

“Come near now and kiss me, my

»

son

6 | Hands on the head; the
right hand first

Genesis 48:13—14,17-18

The right hand carries the greater
blessing

7 | The name placed upon
them

Genesis 48:16; Numbers
6:27

“Let my name be named on them,
and the name of my fathers”

8 Remembering what
Yahweh has done

Genesis 48:3—4, 15-16

“The Elobim who shepherded me
all my life ... the angel who

redeemed me”

9 | Specific, prophetic words
for each person

Genesis 27:28—-29, 39—40;
49:1, 28

“That which shall befall you in
the end of days™; “each according
to his blessing”

16
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ELEMENT WHAT THE TEXT SHOWS
10 | Once given, not Genesis 27:33, 37; “Yes, and be shall be blessed”
withdrawn Numbers 23:20

VII-A. The Meal and the Senses — Genesis 27

Isaac’s instructions to Esau join food to blessing: “Make me savory food such as I love, and bring

it to me that I may eat, that my soul may bless you before I die” (Genesis 27:4).
In the scene that follows, every sense is engaged.

1. Isaac hears the voice (27:22),

2. touches the hairy hands (27:21-23),

3. tastes the food and wine (27:25),

4. and smells the garments: “See, the smell of my son is as the smell of a field which Yahweh
bas blessed” (Genesis 27:27).

Only then does he speak the blessing. The blessing of a father was not a form letter. It was
given face to face, with the whole person present.

Melchizedek’s blessing of Abram also came with bread and wine (Genesis 14:18—19). The pattern of
blessing at a shared table runs from the first patriarch to the household meal before Yahweh that the

Torah later commands (Deuteronomy 12:7; 14:26).

VII-B. The Hands — Genesis 48

When Joseph brought his sons to his dying father, he placed Manasseh, the firstborn, at Jacob’s right
hand and Ephraim at his left.

And Israel stretched out his right band and laid it on Ephraim’s head, who was the
younger, and bis left hand on Manasseb’s bead, guiding his hands knowingly, for Manasseh
was the firstborn” (Genesis 48:14).

The word is sikkel et yadav (be guided his hands knowingly), "' NX 2@ — from the root of

understanding. Jacob was blind with age (Genesis 48:10), but he was not confused. When Joseph

tried to move the hands, Jacob refused: “I know, my son, I know” (Genesis 48:19).

Three facts follow from the text.

1. The hand was placed on the head.
2. The right hand carried the greater blessing (Genesis 48:17—18).
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3. And the act was deliberate: the old man who had once been deceived by a father’s blindness

now used his own blindness to bless with open eyes.

Then Jacob gave Israel a blessing formula for all generations:

“By you Israel shall bless, saying, Elobim make you as Ephraim and as Manasseb” (Genesis
48:20).

The Hebrew is yesimkha Elobim ke-Epbrayim ve-kbhi-Menasheb (Elobim make you as
Epbraim and as Manasseb), n"&aNnd1 D1I9XI D'NIX N

It is the one household blessing in Genesis that the text itself says Israel will go on speaking.

VII-C. The Words — Genesis 49

Jacob’s final blessing begins with a summons and a purpose:

“Gather yourselves together, that I may tell you that which shall befall you in the end of
days” (Genesis 49:1).

They are not equal:

1. Reuben is rebuked (49:3—4),

2. Simeon and Levi are scattered for their violence (49:5—7),

3. Judah receives the scepter (49:8—10),

4. and Joseph receives the overflowing blessings of heaven and of the deep (49:22—26).

Yet the narrator closes: “and he blessed them, every one according to his blessing he blessed
them” (Genesis 49:28).

A true blessing is honest. It is fitted to the person and does not flatter.

VII-D. Why Isaac Could Not Take It Back

When Esau came in and Isaac understood what had happened, the text says vayyecherad Yitschaq
charadab gedolab ad me’od (Isaac trembled with a very great trembling), " TIN anY' TN
TNN TY n'772 (Genesis 27:33).

Then he said: gam barukh yibyeb (yes, and he shall be blessed), n'n' 71N DA.
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Many teach that Isaac could not reverse the blessing because spoken words carry a power of their own.

The Tanakh does not support that. Balaam’s words failed when Yahweh did not stand behind them
(Numbers 23:8, 20), and a causeless curse does not land (Proverbs 26:2).

Isaac’s blessing stood because it agreed with what Yahweh had already said before the twins
were born: “the elder shall serve the younger” (Genesis 25:23). The text does not explain Isaac’s
trembling, but read beside Genesis 25:23 it is best understood as the trembling of a man who

suddenly saw that he had tried to bless against Yahweh’s word, and that Yahweh’s word had prevailed
in spite of him. Doc 236 reached the same conclusion from the side of the spoken word; this study

confirms it from the side of the blessing.

Finding — how the blessing was delivered: in Genesis the father’s blessing was delivered in person,
at a turning point of life, often at a shared meal, with nearness, touch, and the laying on of hands, by

specific and honest words spoken before Yahweh and in His name. Corroborated on every element
by two or more texts (table above). That the words carried power independent of Yahweh is Not in

the text; they stood because they agreed with His word (Genesis 25:23; 27:33; Numbers 23:20).

VIII. GENESIS 27 READ HONESTLY — A BLESSING TAKEN
BY DECEIT

VIII-A. The House Before the Deceit

The trouble in Genesis 27 did not start in Genesis 27. Each parent had a favorite (Genesis 25:28).
Esau married two Hittite women, and they were “a bitterness of spirit to Isaac and to Rebekabh”
(Genesis 26:34—35; compare 27:46). The word of Genesis 25:23 had been given to Rebekah when
she inquired of Yahweh; the text does not say whether she told Isaac. Either way, Isaac set out to give

the blessing privately to the son he loved, without calling Jacob at all (Genesis 27:1—4).

VIII-B. The Deceit

Rebekah planned it and took the risk on herself: when Jacob feared he would bring a curse on himself,

she answered, “Upon me be your curse, my son” (Genesis 27:12—13). Jacob wore Esau’s garments
and goatskins on his hands and neck (Genesis 27:15—-16).

Then he told three lies to his blind father. “I am Esau your firstborn” (Genesis 27:19). “Because
Yahweb your Elobim brought it to me” (Genesis 27:20) — Yahweh’s name used to cover a
falsehood. “Adre you really my son Esan?” And he said, “T am” (Genesis 27:24).

Isaac named it for what it was: “Your brother came with deceit and has taken away your

blessing” (Genesis 27:35). The word is mirmabh (deceit), nnn.

19



MIQDASH BETHEL COVENANT INSTITUTION « DOCUMENT 267 « BLESS ME, EVEN ME ALSO

The Torah would later say, “You shall not steal, nor deal falsely, nor lie to one another”
(Leviticus 19:11).

VIII-C. Three Witnesses That the Tanakh Does Not Approve the Deceit

Witness One — the deceiver deceived. Jacob served Laban seven years for Rachel and was given
Leah in the dark. “Why then bave you deceived me?” he cried (Genesis 29:25). The verb is

rimmitani (you deceived me), AN"AN — the same root as the mirmab (deceit) Isaac named.

Laban’s answer cut deeper: “It is not done so in our place, to give the younger before the
firstborn” (Genesis 29:26).

The man who had put the younger before the firstborn now had it done to him. Years later
Jacob’s own sons dipped Joseph’s garment in the blood of a goat and brought it to their father, and

Jacob was deceived by a garment and a goat, as his father had been (Genesis 37:31—33; compare 27:9,
15-16).

Witness Two — the prophet Hosea. “Yahwebh has a controversy with Judabh, and will punish
Jacob according to bis ways; according to his deeds He will repay him. In the womb be took
bis brother by the heel, and in bis strength be strove with Elobim ... he wept and made
supplication to him” (Hosea 12:2—4 [Hebrew 12:3-5]).

Hosea holds the grasping Jacob up as a warning to Israel, and the weeping, pleading Jacob as the way
back.

Witness Three — the prophet Jeremiah. “Let every one beware of his neighbor, and do not
trust any brother; for every brother utterly supplants, and every neighbor goes about with
slander” (Jeremiah 9:4 [Hebrew 9:3]).

The Hebrew is kol ach aqov ya’qov (every brother utterly supplants), 2py* iy nx 13 — the

name of Jacob turned into a description of a deceitful nation.

The consequences in the narrative bear the same witness. Rebekah told Jacob to flee to Laban “z _few
days” (Genesis 27:44); he stayed twenty years (Genesis 31:38, 41). The Tanakh never records that
Rebekah saw her son again. Her death is not narrated; only the death of Deborah, her nurse, is

recorded on Jacob’s return (Genesis 35:8).

VIII-D. Yet Yahweh's Word Stood

None of this cancels Yahweh’s purpose. He had spoken before the twins were born (Genesis

25:23). He confirmed the covenant to Jacob at Bethel while Jacob was fleeing in fear (Genesis
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28:13—15). He met him at the Jabbok and blessed him there (Genesis 32:29 [Hebrew 32:30]). He
renamed him Israel at Bethel (Genesis 35:9—12). And as Section VI-C showed, Isaac gave Jacob “the
blessing of Abrabam” openly, knowingly, without any disguise (Genesis 28:3—4).

The deceit was not needed to bring about what Yahweh had promised. It only brought
twenty years of exile, a divided family, and a brother’s murderous hatred.

Finding — the deceit: the Tanakh records Jacob’s deceit without approving it. Corroborated by the
measure-for-measure narrative (Genesis 29:25—26; 37:31—33) and by the prophets (Hosea 12:2—4;

Jeremiah 9:4). Yahweh’s purpose for Jacob stood on His own prior word and was confirmed openly
(Genesis 25:23; 28:3—4, 13—15). Corroborated. The teaching that the deceit was not a lie, or was
required to fulfil Yahweh’s word, is Not in the text (Section XII).

IX. ESAU'S TEARS — THE BROTHER WHO DID NOT
RECEIVE IT

The title of this study comes from the cry of the brother who lost:

“When Esau heard the words of his father, he cried out with a great and exceedingly bitter
cry, and said to his father, Bless me, even me also, O my father ... Have you but one blessing,
my father? Bless me, even me also, O my father. And Esau lifted up his voice and wept”
(Genesis 27:34, 38)

Isaac did bless him (Genesis 27:39—40). The opening words, mi-shmannei ha-arets yibyeh
moshavekhba, 72¥in N'N' YIXD "ANYN, can be read two ways, because the Hebrew preposition min
(from / of / away from) carries both senses. One reading is “of the fatuness of the earth shall be
your dwelling” — the same words given to Jacob in Genesis 27:28. The other is “away from the
Jfatness of the earth shall be your dwelling.”

The second reading fits the context of Isaac’s question, “What then shall I do for you?” (Genesis
27:37), and the dry hill country of Seir; the first fits the identical wording of verse 28. This study

presents both.

The end of the blessing is not in doubt: “By your sword you shall live, and you shall serve your
brother; and it shall come to pass, when you break loose, that you shall break his yoke from
your neck” (Genesis 27:40).

The Tanakh records the fulfillment: “Tn bis days Edom revolted from under the hand of Judah
and made a king over themselves” (2 Kings 8:20—22).
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IX-A. The Blessing Returned

Twenty years later, the two brothers met. Jacob, who had been told that people would bow to him and
that he would be lord over his brothers (Genesis 27:29), “bowed himself to the ground seven

times, until be came near to bis brother” (Genesis 33:3).
He called Esau “my lord” and himself “your servant” (Genesis 33:5, 8).
Esau answered, “T have enough, my brother; keep what you have” (Genesis 33:9).

And Jacob pressed his gift on him with a remarkable word: “Please take my blessing that is
brought to you, because Elobim has dealt graciously with me, and because I have enough”
(Genesis 33:11).

The word is bérkhati (my blessing), ‘N2 — the very word Esau had used when he cried, “be has
taken my blessing” (Genesis 27:36).

The Tanakh does not say that this undid Isaac’s blessing. It shows a deceiver who had become

Israel doing what restitution looks like: humbling himself, naming his brother lord, and
handing back a berakbab (blessin ith his own hands

IX-B. Yahweh Did Not Abandon Esau

The brother who lost his birthright was not cursed. Yahweh gave Esau a land of his own and forbade

Israel to take it: “T will not give you of their land, not so much as a foot’s breadth, because I

have given Mount Seir to Esau as a possession” (Deuteronomy 2:5; compare 2:4).

The Torah commands, “You shall not abhor an Edomite, for be is your brother” (Deuteronomy
23:7 [Hebrew 23:8]).

When the prophets later pronounce judgment on Edom, the charge is Edom’s own conduct: “For the
violence done to your brother Jacob, shame shall cover you ... As you have doune, it shall be
done to you” (Obadiah 10, 15).

And Malachi 1:2—4 — “T loved Jacob, and Esau I hated” — speaks of two nations, Israel and
Edom, and of Edom’s ruined cities: “Edom says, We are beaten down, but we will return and
build the ruins” (Malachi 1:4).

Finding — the brother who did not receive: Esau received a lesser blessing, a land given by

Yahweh, and the Torah’s protection as Israel’s brother; his descendants were judged later for their own
violence. Corroborated by Genesis 27:39—40; 33:9; Deuteronomy 2:5; 23:7; Obadiah 10, 15.
That Malachi 1:2—3 decrees the eternal fate of the individual Esau is Not in the text; it speaks of the
nations (Malachi 1:4).
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X. AFTER GENESIS — WHERE THE BIRTHRIGHT AND THE
BLESSING LANDED

Genesis ends with a family. The rest of the Tanakh shows what became of its birthright and its blessing.

The table sets the line out.

WHAT WAS GIVEN

Jacob’s double portion

WHERE IT LANDED

Joseph, through two tribes, Ephraim
and Manasseh

TEXT

Genesis 48:5, 22; Joshua 14:4;
Ezekiel 47:13; 1 Chronicles 5:1-2

The rule among the
brothers

Judah, and from Judah, David

Genesis 49:10; 1 Chronicles 5:2;
28:4

The firstborn’s

consecration

The Levites, in place of every
firstborn; the rest redeemed

Numbers 3:12—13, 40—51;
8:16-18; 18:15—-16

The title of firstborn

The nation of Israel; Ephraim; the
Davidic king

Exodus 4:22; Jeremiah 31:9;
Psalms 89:27 [Hebrew 89:28]

The father’s blessing

The priestly blessing in Yahweh’s
Name, and Moses’ blessing of the
tribes

Numbers 6:22—27; Deuteronomy
33:1

Blessing and curse

Set before every Israclite as a choice

Deuteronomy 11:26—-28; 30:19

The last row is the turning point of the whole subject. In Genesis the blessing passes from father to son
by a word spoken once. At Sinai and on the plains of Moab, Yahweh sets the blessing before the whole

people and puts the choice in each person’s hands:

“Behold, I set before you this day a blessing and a curse: the blessing, if you listen to the
commandments of Yahweh your Elohim which I command you this day; and the curse, if you

do not listen” (Deuteronomy 11:26—28)

“I call heaven and earth to witness against you this day, that I have set before you life and
death, the blessing and the curse; therefore choose life, that you may live, you and your seed”

(Deuteronomy 30:19)

Finding — after Genesis: the double portion was settled in Joseph’s two tribes, the rule in
Judah, the firstborn’s consecration in Levi, and the title of firstborn in Israel as a nation.

Corroborated (table). From Sinai onward, the covenant blessing is set before every member of
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the covenant people and received by listening to Yahweh’s commandments. Corroborated by
Deuteronomy 11:26—28; 28:1—-14; 30:19.

XI. HOW THE MODERN BELIEVER APPLIES THE
BLESSING AND THE BIRTHRIGHT

XI-A. What Cannot Be Copied

Some things in Genesis belong to their own time and cannot be taken up by anyone today. The table

names them so that no one is sold a counterfeit.

WHAT GENESIS RECORDS WHY IT CANNOT BE COPIED

The covenant blessing of Given by Yahweh to named men, for a Genesis 17:19-21;
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob named seed and land; Yahweh alone gives | 28:13—15; 35:9—-12
it

The tribal double portion Already assigned to Joseph’s two tribes in | Genesis 48:5; Joshua 14:4;

the Land Ezekiel 47:13
The firstborn’s holy service Given to Levi; no altar stands today Numbers 3:12—13; Hosea
3:4
A patriarch’s prophetic Spoken “in the end of days” by Jacob Genesis 49:1;
word over the tribes and Moses for the twelve tribes Deuteronomy 33:1

It follows that no minister, rabbi, imam, or institution can sell, transfer, or “release” a birthright or a

“double-portion_anointing” for an oftering. Yahweh says through Malachi that He will “curse

your blessings” when those who speak them have turned aside (Malachi 2:2), and through Micah He
condemns leaders who “teach for hire” and “divine for money” while they say “Is not Yahweh

among us?” (Micah 3:11).

This binds Miqdash Bethel by the same standard: no teacher or institution, this one included,

holds a birthright to sell or a blessing to auction. That a birthright or blessing can be bought from a
religious leader is Not in the text.

XI-B. What Remains — Eight Standing Principles
The structures of Genesis are gone; the principles they reveal are not. Each principle below rests on

more than one witness.
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# PRINCIPLE

1 | Do not despise what
Yahweh has given

WHAT IT MEANS NOW

Never trade a lasting covenant good
for an immediate appetite

WITNESSES

Genesis 25:34; Proverbs
20:21; Psalms 127:3

2 Seek blessing without
deceit

What is grasped by fraud brings its

own bitter harvest

Genesis 27:35; 29:25;
Leviticus 19:11; Proverbs
20:17

3 Bless your children in
Yahweh’s Name

Speak blessing over sons and
daughters, with Yahweh named as
the source

Genesis 24:60; 48:20;
Numbers 6:23—-27

4 No favoritism among
children

Love each child; do not let
preference decide the inheritance

Genesis 25:28; 37:3—4;
Deuteronomy 21:15—-17

S | Set your house in order
while you live

Make your wishes known and your
provision clear before death

Genesis 25:5—6; 48:21-22;
49:1; 2 Kings 20:1;
Proverbs 13:22

6 Bless, and do not curse

A covenant mouth speaks good;
cursing returns on the one who
loves it

Genesis 12:3; Numbers
23:8; Psalms 109:17;
Proverbs 26:2

7 | Seek reconciliation with
your brother

Humble yourself, make restitution,
and give back what was taken

Genesis 33:3—11; Psalms
133:1; Leviticus 6:4—5
[Hebrew 5:23-24]

8 | Choose the blessing by
obedience

The covenant blessing is set before
every person and received by
listening to Yahweh

Deuteronomy 11:26—28;
30:19

The first principle deserves weight. “dn inberitance gained in haste at the beginning will not be
blessed at the end” (Proverbs 20:21). Esau’s pottage is still on the stove in every generation: the job
that requires the Sabbath, the marriage that requires the covenant to be set aside, the comfort that

requires silence about the truth.

And the Psalm reminds every parent what a birthright really is: “Bebold, children are an

inberitance from Yabweb” (Psalms 127:3) — the word is nachalab (inheritance), the same word

used for a tribe’s portion of the Land.

The fourth principle deserves the same weight. Genesis does not hide that Isaac’s love for Esau’s game
and Rebekah’s love for Jacob tore the family apart (Genesis 25:28; 27:41—45), and that Jacob
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repeated the same sin with Joseph’s coat (Genesis 37:3—4). The law of Deuteronomy 21:15—17 was

written for households exactly like theirs.

XI-C. A Household Blessing in the Pattern of Genesis

Nothing in the Tanakh commands a fixed ritual for a parent’s blessing, and nothing below is offered as
one. But a houscehold that wishes to bless its children in the pattern Genesis shows can follow the

elements the text itself records.

ELEMENT IN

GENESIS

A COVENANT PRACTICE TODAY

A turning point of life Bless at the Sabbath table, at the appointed times, Genesis 24:60; 28:1;
and at the great moments: a birth, a coming of age, | 48:1; 49:1
a marriage, a departure, a deathbed

A shared meal Gather the household at the table Genesis 14:18; 27:25;

Deuteronomy 14:26

Nearness and touch

Draw the child near; place your hand on the child’s

Genesis 27:26—-27;

head 48:10, 14
Remembering Yahweh’s | Tell the child what Yahweh has done for your Genesis 48:3—4,
works family 15—16; Deuteronomy
6:20-23
Words given by Yahweh Speak the priestly blessing and the blessing of Numbers 6:24—26;
Ephraim and Manasseh Genesis 48:20
Words fitted to the Add honest, specific words for this child — not Genesis 49:28
person flattery

Daughters as well as sons

Bless daughters by name; they too are heirs

Genesis 24:60;
Numbers 27:7—8

Set the house in order

Write a will; leave an inheritance that keeps peace
among the children

Genesis 25:5—-6; 2
Kings 20:1; Proverbs
13:22

A guard on all of this: the parent’s words do not compel Yahweh. They place His Name on the child

(Numbers 6:27), and He is the one who blesses. A blessing spoken by a parent who lives in deceit or

cruelty is the blessing Malachi 2:2 warns about. The life behind the words is the first blessing a child

receives.

26



MIQDASH BETHEL COVENANT INSTITUTION « DOCUMENT 267 « BLESS ME, EVEN ME ALSO

XI-D. Against the Counterfeits

Two teachings built on Genesis need the plumb line of the text.

The “spoken-word” teaching says that blessings and curses work by the power of the words
themselves, so that a believer can speak wealth into being or must pay to have a “generational curse”
broken. The Tanakh answers: words take effect only as Yahweh stands behind them (Numbers
23:8, 20; Proverbs 26:2), and “the son shall not bear the iniquity of the father” (Ezekiel

18:20). Doc 229 and Doc 236 tested the wider claims; the conclusion here is the same.

The “birthright for sale” teaching offers a double portion, a firstborn blessing, or a Jacob-style

breakthrough in exchange for a special offering. The account it borrows from is the account of a

brother who exploited his brother’s hunger and a mother who disguised her son. Genesis records that
pattern as a warning, not as a model (Section VIII).

XI-E. For the One Who Feels Like Esau

Many readers identify with the brother who wept. Some were passed over by a parent; some lost an
inheritance; some were born outside the covenant people altogether. The Tanakh does not leave them
without a word. Yahweh gave Esau a land and commanded Israel to treat him as a brother

(Deuteronomy 2:5; 23:7). He named Egypt “My people” and Assyria “the work of My bands”

(Isaiah 19:25). And to the foreigner and the one with no children to carry his name, He promised

what no father’s blessing could give:

“Even to them I will give in My house and within My walls a memorial and a name better
than sons and daughters; I will give them an everlasting name that shall not be cut off ... the
foreigners who join themselves to Yahweh, to serve Him and to love the Name of Yahweh ...
even them I will bring to My holy mountain and make them joyful in My house of prayer”
(Isaiah 56:5-7)

Finding — how the modern believer applies it: the covenant blessing of the patriarchs, the

tribal double portion, and the firstborn’s holy service cannot be copied today (Corroborated,

table XI-A). The principles they reveal remain binding: value what Yahweh gives, seek

blessing without deceit, bless children in His Name, refuse favoritism, set the house in order,

bless and do not curse, reconcile with the brother, and choose the blessing by obedience

(Corroborated on each, table XI-B). The blessing is open to every person, of every nation, who
joins himself to Yahweh (Genesis 12:3; Isaiah 19:24—25; 56:6—7). Corroborated.
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XII. THREE-RELIGION AUDIT — HOW EACH TRADITION
HANDLES THE BLESSING AND THE BIRTHRIGHT

The table sets the three traditions against the Tanakh’s own findings. Comparative texts are cited as

historical reference only, in keeping with the standing rule of this document.

ELEMENT % JUDAISM t CHRISTIANITY C ISLAM
Practice today | The Sabbath-eve blessing of Hebrews 11:20 counts Isaac’s The Qur’an honors Isaac and
children uses Genesis 48:20 blessing as an act of faith; Jacob as prophets (Q. 19:49;
for sons and the four Hebrews 12:16-17 warns 21:72) and records Jacob’s
matriarchs for daughters, against being “profane” like deathbed charge, “What will
followed by Numbers Esau. Romans 9:10-13 reads you worship after me?” (Q.
6:24—26. Kohanim still Genesis 25:23 and Malachi 2:133). Inheritance follows
pronounces the priestly 1:2-3 as a word about election. | fixed shares (Q. 4:11), and
blessing. The firstborn son is Many churches lay hands on “there is no bequest to an
redeemed for five silver coins children and dedicate them. beir” (Abu Dawud 2870;
(Numbers 18:16), and the Most Western Christian al-Tirmidhi 2120). There is no
Mishnah (Bava Batra ch. 8; inheritance practice gives equal | double portion for the eldest
Bekhorot) keeps the double shares. son.
portion in inheritance law.
Covenant The household blessing keeps | The warning of Hebrews Fixed shares and “no bequest
strength the very words Genesis says 12:16 against trading the to an heir” guard against the
Israel would use (Genesis lasting for one meal matches very favoritism Deuteronomy
48:20), and joins them to the Genesis 25:34. Blessing 21:16 forbids. Jacob’s
priestly blessing in Yahweh’s children with hands laid on deathbed question in Q. 2:133
Name. The double portion of | them follows Genesis 48:14. echoes the Tanakh’s pattern of
Deuteronomy 21:17 is kept the father’s last charge
as written. (Genesis 49:1; 50:24).
Covenant Rashi on Genesis 27:19 Augustine wrote that Jacob’s Equal male shares replace the
departure divides Jacob’s words (“T am act “is no lie, but a mystery” | firstborn’s double portion of
— the one bringing to you; (Against Lying 24), a defense Deuteronomy 21:17. The
Esau is your firstborn™) to the prophets did not give Qur’an does not record the
clear him of lying; the textsays | (Hosea 12:2—4; Jeremiah birthright or the blessing of
Isaac heard deceit (Genesis 9:4). Reading Malachi 1:2-3 Genesis 25-27, so the lessons
27:35). Rabbinic literature as the eternal fate of of Esau’s contempt and Jacob’s
identifies Esau and Edom with | individuals sets aside its own deceit are not part of its
Rome and later with subject, the nation of Edom teaching.
Christendom — a typology the | (Malachi 1:4). Selling
Tanakh does not make. “birthright” or
“double-portion” blessings
has no Tanakh witness.
Covenant A tradition that still lays hands | Read from the Tanakh Islam’s honor for Ishmael,
witness on its children every Sabbath outward, Hebrews 12:17 says Abraham’s eldest, matches the
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% JUDAISM

and names Yahweh as the One
who blesses preserves the heart
of Genesis 48.

t CHRISTIANITY

Esau “found no place for a
change of mind” — a sober
echo of Genesis 27:33—38:
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C- ISLAM

Tanakh’s own word that
Ishmael was blessed and made
a great nation (Genesis

17:20), and that Isaac and
Ishmael buried their father
together (Genesis 25:9).

what was despised could not be
bought back with tears.

XIII. CORRECTIONS TO EARLIER LIBRARY MATERIAL

The Library’s rule is that its own earlier work is tested by the same standard as everyone else’s. Four

points in the earlier studies need correction or refinement.

Correction 1 — the firstborn’s priesthood. Who Is the Firstborn Son of Yahweh? (April 2026,
Section I) lists “the priestly office” as a privilege of the firstborn and says the Golden Calf transferred
it to the Levites, citing Numbers 8:17—18. Those verses give the Passover night as the reason the
firstborn are Yahweh’s, and say nothing about the calf. The Levites’ substitution is Corroborated
(Numbers 3:12—13; 8:16—18); the link to the calf is a reasonable inference from Deuteronomy
10:8 with Exodus 32:26—29; and that the firstborn had served as a priesthood is Not in the text
(Section III-C). The wording should be refined accordingly.

Correction 2 — a mistaken verse for “measure for measure.” The same study (Section IX table)
cites “Michab 7:2” for the principle that the measure a man uses is measured back to him. Micah 7:2
laments that the godly man has perished from the earth; it does not state that principle. The correct
Tanakh witnesses are Obadiah 15 (“As you have doune, it shall be done to you™) and, in Jacob’s
own life, Genesis 29:25—26 set against Genesis 27:35.

Correction 3 — New Testament verses quoted as support. The same study (Section X) quotes
Galatians 6:7 and James 1:12 as supporting witnesses, with Elohim and Yahweh inserted into the
wording. Under the Library’s standing rule, New Testament texts appear only as comparative
reference, and their wording is not altered. Tanakh witnesses carry both points: Proverbs 22:8 (“He
who sows iniquity shall reap calamity”) and Job 23:10 (“When He has tried me, I shall come
forth as gold”).

Correction 4 — which firstborn is meant. Covenant Inberitance: Two Wives and a Family (May
2026, Section II table) cites Exodus 13:2 for the rule that the bekhor (firstborn) of the household is
the first son of the father “across all wives, not per mother.” Exodus 13:2 speaks of the peter

rechem (the first to open the womb), the mother’s firstborn, for consecration. The father’s firstborn
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for inheritance is the reshit ono (the first of his strength) of Deuteronomy 21:17 and Genesis

49:3. The study’s conclusions in its Section V are unaffected, because Section V-C already treats the

peter rechem (first to open the womb) correctly; only the table citation should be changed to

Deuteronomy 21:17.

XIV. SEVEN COVENANT DECLARATIONS ON THE
BLESSING AND THE BIRTHRIGHT

Per the Deuteronomy 19:15 standard, no doctrine may stand on a single text. Each declaration below

draws on more than one witness.

# COVENANT DECLARATION BASIS

I The birthright is the firstborn’s rank with a double portion | Genesis 27:36; 43:33; 48:5, 22;
of the inheritance; it is separate from the blessing and Deuteronomy 21:17; 1 Chronicles
separable from the rule. 5:1-2

II The birthright can be lost by the firstborn’s own contempt | Genesis 25:33—34; 49:3—4;
or grave sin, but a father may not take it away out of Deuteronomy 21:15-17; 1
preference for another son. Chronicles 5:1

111 Yahweh is the source of every blessing; human beings Genesis 12:2—3; Numbers 6:27;
deliver blessing by placing His Name on others, and no 23:8, 20; Deuteronomy 23:5;
word spoken against His will takes effect. Proverbs 26:2

v In Genesis the father’s blessing was delivered in person, at Genesis 27:4, 25—29; 48:10-20;
life’s turning points, with a meal, nearness, the laying on of | 49:1, 28
hands, remembrance of Yahweh’s works, and honest
words fitted to each child.

A% Jacob’s deceit is recorded, not approved; it brought Genesis 25:23; 28:3—43 29:25-26;
measure-for-measure consequences, and Yahweh’s 37:31-33; Hosea 12:2—4;
purpose stood on His own word and was confirmed Jeremiah 9:4
openly.

VI The brother who did not receive was not abandoned: Genesis 33:3—11; Deuteronomy
Yahweh gave Esau a land and commanded Israel to treat 2:5; 23:7
him as a brother, and the blessing was returned in
reconciliation.
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COVENANT DECLARATION

VII | No one may sell a birthright or a blessing; from Sinai Malachi 2:2; Micah 3:11;
onward the covenant blessing is set before every person and | Deuteronomy 11:26—28; 30:19;
received by listening to Yahweh, and it is open to every Isaiah 19:24—25; 56:6—7
nation that joins itself to Him.

XV. THE COVENANT RESPONSE — WHAT THE TANAKH
SAYS TO THE ONE WHO ASKS

Behind the questions about the blessing and the birthright there is usually a person: a parent who
wants to bless a child well, a son or daughter who was passed over, or a believer who has been offered a

[{

‘birthright blessing” for a price. Tanakh's answer is fivefold.

First: know what you were given. The birthright was a firstborn’s rank and double portion; the
blessing was a spoken gift whose source is Yahweh (Deuteronomy 21:17; Numbers 6:27). Today the

greater inheritance is the covenant itself and the children Yahweh places in your house (Psalms
127:3). Do not sell it for a bowl of red stew (Genesis 25:34).

Second: never grasp by deceit what Yahweh has promised to give. Jacob’s disguise brought
twenty years of exile; the blessing he needed was given to him openly at the door (Genesis 28:1—4;
31:41).

Third: bless your children. Gather them, draw them near, lay your hand on their heads, remember
aloud what Yahweh has done, and speak His blessing over them by name — sons and daughters alike

(Genesis 48:15—20; Numbers 6:24—27). Love them without favorites, and set your house in order

while you live (Deuteronomy 21:15—17; 2 Kings 20:1).

Fourth: if you are Esau, you are not forgotten. Yahweh gave the passed-over brother aland and a

brother’s protection (Deuteronomy 2:5; 23:7), and He promises the outsider who holds fast to Him

“a name better than sons and daughters” (Isaiah 56:5). If you are Jacob, go to your brother, bow,
and give back the blessing (Genesis 33:3, 11).

Fifth: choose the blessing. It is no longer waiting on a father’s deathbed. Yahweh has set it before

you this day: “therefore choose life, that you may live, you and your seed” (Deuteronomy

30:19).
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SCRIPTURE INDEX

REFERENCE SUBJECT SECTION

Genesis 1:22, 28; 2:3; 5:2; 9:1 | Elohim the first to bless II; VI-A

Genesis 4:4—7, 25 Abel and Seth before Cain v

Genesis 9:25-27 Noah’s blessing of his sons VI-C; VII

Genesis 12:2—-3 The five-fold blessing of Abraham; all families | VI-A; VI-D; XI-B;
blessed XI-E; XIV

Genesis 14:18-20 Melchizedek blesses Abram with bread and VII; VII-A; XI-C
wine

Genesis 17:18—-21; 21:12 Isaac before Ishmael; Ishmael blessed IV; XI-A; X1I

Genesis 22:17—-18; 26:3—4, 24 | The covenant blessing repeated VI-A; VI-D

Genesis 24:60

Rebekah blessed as a bride

VII; XI-B; XI-C

Genesis 25:5-6, 9

Abraham sets his house in order; Isaac and

Ishmael bury him

XI-B; XI-C; XII

Genesis 25:23, 26, 28

The word before birth; the heel; each parent’s

favorite

IV; IV-A; V-B; VII-D;
VIII; XIV

Genesis 25:29—-34

The sale of the birthright

III-D; V; XI-B; XIV;
XV

Genesis 26:34—35

Esau’s wives a bitterness to his parents

VIII-A

Genesis 27:1-45

The blessing taken by deceit; Esau’s cry; the

lesser blessing

I-B; VIL; VIIL; IX; XIV

Genesis 28:1—4, 13-15

The blessing of Abraham given openly;
confirmed at Bethel

VI-A; VI-C; VIII-D;
XV

Genesis 29:25-26, 30-31

The deceiver deceived; Leah the unloved

IV-A; VIII-C; XTII

Genesis 30:27; 39:5; 47:7, 10

The blessing flows outward

VI-D

Genesis 31:38, 41

Twenty years

VIII-C; XV
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REFERENCE

Genesis 32:29; 33:20;
35:7—-12

SUBJECT

Jacob blessed and renamed; his altars;
Deborah’s death

SECTION

III-C; VI-A; VIII-C;
VIII-D

Genesis 33:3-11

Jacob bows and gives back “my blessing”

IX-A; XI-B; XIV; XV

Genesis 35:22; 49:3—4

Reuben’s sin and lost preeminence

III-D; IV; XIV

Genesis 37:3—4, 31-33

Joseph’s coat; Jacob deceived by a goat and a

IV-A; VIII-C; XI-B

garment
Genesis 38:27-30 Perez before Zerah IV
Genesis 43:33 “The firstborn according to bis 1II-B

birthright”

Genesis 48:1-22

Ephraim before Manasseh; the hands; “By
you Israel shall bless”

III-E; VII-B; XI-C;
XIL XTIV

Genesis 49:1-28

Jacob’s last blessing; the scepter of Judah

III-E; VII-C; XIV

Genesis 50:24 Joseph’s last charge VII; X1I

Exodus 4:22 Israel My firstborn I-A; X

Exodus 13:2, 12—15; 22:29 The firstborn consecrated III-A; III-B; X111
Exodus 24:5; 32:26—29 Young men ofter; the Levites rally to Moses III-C; XIII
Leviticus 6:4—5; 19:11; Restitution; do not deal falsely; no profit from | V-B; VIII-B; XI-B

25:35-37

a brother’s need

Numbers 3:12—13, 40—51;
8:16—-18; 18:15—-16

The Levites in place of the firstborn;
redemption

III-B; ITI-C; X; XIII

Numbers 6:22-27

The priestly blessing: “T will bless them”

IL; VI-B; X; XI-C; XIV;
XV

Numbers 23:8, 20

Balaam cannot reverse Yahweh’s blessing

VI-B; VII-D; XI-D;
XIv

Numbers 27:7—8; 30:2

Daughters inherit; a binding word

V-A; XI-C

Deuteronomy 2:4—5; 23:7

Seir given to Esau; do not abhor an Edomite

IX-B; XI-E; XIV; XV
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REFERENCE SUBJECT SECTION
Deuteronomy 10:8 At that time Yahweh separated Levi III-C; XIII
Deuteronomy 11:26—28; Blessing and curse set before Israel X; XI-B; XIV; XV
30:19
Deuteronomy 19:15 The two-or-three-witness standard Opening; I-B; XIV
Deuteronomy 21:15-17 The double portion; no favoritism III-A; IV-A; XI-B; X1V,

XV
Deuteronomy 23:5 The curse turned to blessing VI-B; XIV

Joshua 14:4

Joseph two tribes

III-E; X; XI-A

1 Samuel 16:6—13 David the youngest chosen v
2 Kings 8:20-22 Edom breaks the yoke IX
2 Kings 20:1 Set your house in order XI-B; XI-C; XV

Isaiah 19:24—25; 56:5—7

Blessing for the nations; a name better than
sons and daughters

VI-D; XI-E; XIV; XV

Jeremiah 9:4; 31:9 Every brother supplants; Ephraim My VIII-C; X
firstborn
Ezekiel 18:20; 47:13 The son does not bear the father’s iniquity; III-E; XI-D

Joseph two portions

Hosea 3:45 12:2—4

No altar; Jacob held to account

VIII-C; XI-A; XIV

Obadiah 10, 15 Edom judged for violence to his brother IX-B; XIII
Micah 3:11; 7:2 Teaching for hire; the verse misapplied in an XI-A; X111
earlier study
Malachi 1:2—4; 2:2 Jacob and Edom as nations; blessings cursed IX-B; XI-A; XII
Psalms 89:27; 109:17; 127:3; | David My firstborn; cursing returns; children IV; X; XI-B; XV
133:1 an inheritance; brothers in unity
Proverbs 13:22; 20:17, 21; An inheritance for grandchildren; bread of VI-B; XI-B; XI-D; XIII

22:8; 26:2

deceit; haste; sowing; the causeless curse
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REFERENCE

Job 23:10

SUBJECT

Tried and come forth as gold

SECTION

XIII

1 Chronicles 5:1-2; 28:4

The birthright to Joseph, the rule to Judah

III-D; III-E; 1V; X
XIv

“Yabweb bless you and keep you; Yahweh make His face shine upon you and be gracious to

you; Yahweb lift up His face upon you and give you peace. And they shall put My Name

upon the children of Israel, and I will bless them.”

Numbers 6:24—27 — The Written Covenant of Yahweh
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